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to wit, Whereas I and my inquest 
are uow sitting at the house of Mr. ——, 
known by the sign of »in the ——, in 
the parish of , in the county of —— , to 
inquire, on the behalf of our sovereign lord 
the king, on the view of the body of a new- 
born male bastard child, there now lyi 
dead, how and by what means the said chil 
came to its death ; and whereas my inquest 
hath occasion for the judgment of a surgeon, 
the better to perfect this enquiry; these 
are, therefore, by virtue of my office, as one 
of his majesty’s coroners for the said 
county, in his majesty’s name to charge and 
command you, some or one of you, upon 
sight hereof, forthwith to caase and procure 
a surgeon to attend at the house aforesaid, 
and to epen and inspect the bedy of the 
said new-born male bastard child, as by me 
and my inquest shall be lawfully directed 
aud required ; and also that thesaid surgeon 
lo then and there attend to give evidence 
and be examined.on his majesty’s A 
before me and my said inquest, touching 
the said premises, and not depart without 
leave. Hereof fail yh you will answer 
the contrary at your peril, &c., &c. 

“C.D., Coroner,” 
Tn such a case as this a medical man might 
refuse to attend, unless the parish aut 
rities agreed to pay him for his trouble and 
loss of time; but if he had examined the 
body without previously stipulating for re- 
muneratioen, the coroner might then summon 
him-in the usual manner, and under the 
usual penalties, to which every witness 
who is summoned is liable if he fail to 
obey. If the medical man had not been 
employed by the parish officers, and although 
he was unacquainted with the case at issue, 
and refused either to obey the summons of 
the coroner, or to give evidence when he 
had appeared in court, then he rendered 
himself liable to be committed for contempt. 
At the same time, by an Act of Geo. IV., 
c. 64, a felony committed in one county 
may be, under certain circumstances, in- 
quired ifto in another; im that case a 
medical man, summoned to attend, may 
refuse to give evidence until he knows who 
is to To render this 
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Lecture VI. 
Further Remarks on Proceedings in the Coro- 
n the ner’s Court.—Compulsion of Medical W it- 
nesses toattend and give Evidence.—Anquests 
days on Disinterred Bodies,—Adeantage of Me- 
y dical Witnesses taking Notes ¢ their Evi- 
nt dence ; its Unison with subsequent Evidence 
one. ona Trial; their Observation of Collateral 
Circumstances ; Illustration in Sir Astley 
young Cooper’s Evidence in Patch’s Case — Burial 
after violent Death, without an Inquest.— 
ll the of Coroners; their Removal.— 
lesert jections to Medicai Coroners.—Enact- 
ments in the Medical Witnesses Act ; Re- 
ients. Susals of ment under the Act in St. 
e Pancras; A e of Fees at Hospital 
Inquests.— Compulsory Attendance of Medi- 
“ of cal Witnesses in Courts of Law, generally. 
GentLemen :—In every instance of death 
suspected to have occurred not by the 
P—w visitation of Gop, the coroner may demand 
entrance into any house, except into the 
yald I royal palace, where he has no power, unless 
, he be also coroner of the verge. 
teurs. In all cases. where a coroner is called 
lo! upon to hold an inquest, after his warrant 
ci seed is issued, and the jurymen are assembled 
aed and sworn, the first object is to examine 
ved the body of the deceased. Formerly, where 
it was necessary to ascertain the nature of 
: wounds, or to ine into other circum- 
. stances requiring medical or surgical know- 
9 0° ledge, the law required that the coroner 
» 0° should order the parish officers to get a 
‘ surgeon to attend for that purpose. This 
erform- [§ was done by a summons for the attendance 
al Offi- BF ofa , addressed to the churchwar- 
Herald dens and overseers. The summons ran 
Vivant thus :— 
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pay expenses. 
fact clear to you, I — the form of the 
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coroner’s warrant for contempt, against a 
witness for not appearing to give evidence, 
and also the warrant to commit a witness 
refusing to give evidence, after being taken 
for contempt of summons. 

The first is generally addressed “ to all 
constables, headboroughs, and others of his 
majesty’s officers of the peace in and for 
the county” where the court is held, as, for 
example, “ Middlesex ;” and also to any 
one special whom the coroner may name as 
his officer for that purpose. It rans thus :— 

Middlesex )? Whereas I have received 

toa wit, credible information that 

A. B., of the parish of C, in the said county, 
surgeon, can give evidence on behalf of our 
sovereign lord the king touching the death 
of D. E., now lying dead in the said parish 
of C, in the county aforesaid ; and whereas 
the said A. B., (having been duly summoned 
to appear and give evidence before me and 
my inquest touching the premises, at the 
time and place in the said summons spe- 
cified, of which oath hath been duly made 
before me,) hath refused and neglected so 
to do, to the great hindrance and delay of 
justice: These are, therefore, by virtue of 
my office, iu his majesty’s name, to charge 
and command you, or one of you, without 
delay, to apprehend and bring before me, 
* one of his majesty’s coroners for the said 
county, now sitting at the parish aforesaid, 
by virtue of my said office, the body of the 
said D. E., that he may be dealt with ac- 
cording to law. And for your so doing this 
is my warrant. Given under my hand and 

seal,the dayof ,18 . 

“ F, G. Coroner,” 

This is safiicient to demonstrate the power 

r toc 1 the attendance of 
medical as well as other w ituesses, and the 
warrant of committal is equally conclusive 
of his authority to imprison and punish a 
witness, medical or other, who refuses, 
when brought before him, to answer the 
interrogatories of the court. The warrant, 
which is to the keeper of the gaol, runs 
thus in the conclusion—“ You are to receive 
the bedy of the said A.B. into your custgdy, 
and him safely to keep in prisen until he 
shall consent to give his evidence, and be 
examined before me and my inquest, on his 
majesty’s behalf, touching the death of the 
said D. E., or ‘until he be from thence 
otherwise discharged by due course of law. 

1 for your so doing this is your warrant, 
iven wader my hand and seal, this 
day of . F. G. Coroner.” 
Now, Gentlemen, it is scarcely necessary 
for me to remark, that the obligation to give 
evidence is imperative, unless sufficient rea- 
son be tendered for the refusal. The ques- 
tion, then, is, What is deemed safiicient 
reason? It is clear that the reason can only 
be such as afiects all witnesses, and not 
any thing which refers to the professional 
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nesses; and this is strictly just, inasmuch 
as the time of every man who has occupation 

is valuable to him. In some cases, medical 

men have refused to give evidence, and 

have not been prosecuted; but they have 

also, occasionally, after giving their evi- 

dence, and acknowledging that record of 
it, read over to them, was correct, refused 

to sign the written testimony with their 

name, uatil they knew who was to pay them, 
both for the time consumed in attending the 

inquest, and that likely to be taken up at 
the tria!: formerly, the coroner, in such a 
case, could commit for contempt of court. 
But by an Act passed in the last session of 
Parliament, (18th August, 1836,) to provide 
for the attendance and remuneration of 
medical witnesses at coroners’ inquests, 
* medical witnesses are entitled to a fee of 
one guinea when no post-mortem examina- 
tion has been made, and a fee of two guineas 
for making a post-mortem with or without 
an analysis of the contents of the stomach 
or intestines, and to give evidence thereon.” 
This, however, has no reference to the future 
proceedings that may result from the inquest. 
In an Act of the 7th of Georce IVth. it is 
enacted, “ That the coroner shall have 
authority to bind by recognizance all such 
persons as know or declare any thing 
material touching any manslaughter or mur- 
der, or the offence of being 

murder, to appear at the next court of oyer 
and terminer, or gaol delivery, or superior 
criminal court of a county palatine, or great 
sessions, at which the trial may be, &c.” 
The general construction of the varrant and 
its wording varies from the last only in 
specifying the offence; it ends by ordering 
that the offender be safely kept in prison 
“until he shall duly sign and acknowledge 
his said information, or shall be from thence 
otherwise discharged hy due course of 
law.” 

Such are the powers of the coroner, and 
to resist him is worse than foolish: it is ex- 
hibiting the shadow of a power of resistance 
which does hot exist, and which will in- 
stantly vanish before the authority of a 
coroner who knows his duty, Having set- 
tled this point, I will now offer you a few 
remarks on inquests. 

The coroner’s court is an open or a select 
court, at the option of the coroner ; at least, 
this is the doctrine now held by the Court of 
King’s Bench. 

The coroner has the power of holding an 
inquest upon a disinterred body, but that is 
within certain limits, for, were this power 
not limited, an inquest might be held ona 
body taken from the grave so many years 
after it was buried, that a part only of the 
skeleton might remain, Nor is this an ima- 
ginary case, for there is a record of an 
inguest which sat upon a skull, when the 


employments of any particular set of wit- 


rson to whom it was supposed to have 
et had been dead five years. This 


ean 
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proceeding, however, was very 
quashed by the Court of King’s Bench. 

In delivering testimony before a coroner, 
surgeons and medical practitioners wiil find 
a great advantage in previously well inform- 
ing themselves in all the various matters con- 
nected with medico-legal inquiries; and 
the disadvantage, in the event of ignorance 
on such subjects, of placing themselves 
in asituation which may bring a stain upon 
their professional characters not to be 
easily wiped off. Mr. Amos has justly re- 
marked, that “ a conscientious man should 
be more guarded, if possible, in giving evi- 
dence before a coroner than before a judge.” 
Nothing should be said without due con- 
sideration, because, on the one hand, upon 
the medical testimony then delivered, if it 
be negligently given, a guilty man may never 
be brought to trial ; and, on the other hand, 
an innocent man may be taken to prison, 
and confined for months before he is tried, 
and his innocence made evident ; and, also, 
because the evidence given before the coro- 
ner is sure to be severely sifted at the trial, 
and if any discrepancies or contradictions 
occur, I need scarcely say how disgraceful 
it mvst be to the witness. 

In every case, also, it is of great import- 
ance to make notes, as soon afterwards as 
possible, of the evidence given before a 
coroner, so that you may refresh your 
memory by looking over those before going 
into court, on the day of trial: and you 
ought to know that the written deposition of 
evidence delivered before the coroner may 
be used on the part of the prisoner, or his 
counsel, in cross-examination, when the 
witness gives his evidence at the trial, to 
contradict that testimony. Even on the part 
of the crown such depositious may be used. 
In a trial of one OLDRoyD, where the coun- 
sel for the crown, by the direction of the 
judge, unwillingly called the prisoner's 
mother, who had given evidence before the 
coroner in favour of the witness, Baron 
Geanam ordered her deposition before the 
coroner to be read, for the purpose of affect- 
ing the credit of her testimony, by showing 
its variance from the deposition ; and the 
twelve judges held that it was competent for 
the judge to do so. 

Medical evidence before the coroner 
requires more than usual circumspection ; 
for if the witness should die hefore the trial, 
or be unable to travel, or be kept out of the 
way by any means or contrivance of the 
prisoner, his deposition may, nevertheless, 
be read on the trial. Now, a medical wit- 
ness may have been perfectly fair and honest, 
and yet on the trial, by sifting his former 
testimony, obtaining additions and qualifica- 
tions to it, his deposition on the trial may 

vary materially from what he had sworn 
before. “ In such cases,” remarks Mr. 
Amos, in one of his printed lectures, “ how 
grossly would justice have been perverted, 


if, in case of his death or sickness, his depo- 
— before the coroner only had been 

In all cases in which a surgeon is called 
to see a Wounded or a murdered man, he may 
very greatly assist the objects of justice by 
using his eyes and ears, and making correct 
observations on the conduct of every one 
around him. Medical men are among the 
first that are called on such occasions ; and, 
as they are tutored professionally to observe, 
they may most materially aid the purposes of 
justice on many occasions; and they have 
essentially aided it, by being witnesses of 
conversations and of actions bearing most 
materially on the guilt or the innocence of 
persons accused of crimes. This was well 
exemplified in the tria! of a man of the name 
of Parcn, for shooting Mr. Bricut, with 
whom he had been living, in the same house, 
in habits ofthe greatest intimacy. The exa- 
mination of Sir Asttey Cooper, who had 
been led to make some remarks to Patcn, 
afforded strong presumptive evidence against 
Parcu., He was asked by Sir Astiey, why 
he had not applied at Bow-street, to have 
officers sent down to search the premises of 
one WessTeR, on whom, he suggested, some 
suspicion rested? Paren gave a reason, in 
reply, which led the judge to remark, “‘ That 
the demeanour of the prisoner was 
cious, because it is more natural for a per- 
son to institute the earliest possible enquiry 
in such a case, involving the murder of his 
friend, than to display the indifference ex- 
pressed by the prisoner.” Sir Astvey asked 
Mr. Bricur whether “ he suspected any pere 
son to have committed the act of shooting 
him?” His answer was, “ No; Gop knows, 
I never did any man an injury which could 
lead him to wish to take my life; bat,” he 
added, “ Mr. Parcnu has mentioned to me a 
man of the name of Wenster.” “I then 
turned,” said Sir Astiey, “to Paton, not 
wishing to press any unnecessary questions 
upon the deceased, and said, “ Who is this 
Wessrer’” He answered, “ He is a man 
who was suspected of having robbed these 
premises, against whom a search-warrant 
was granted,and his house was searched, and 
his son has since absconded.”” Sir Astiey 
was then asked, “ Had you any farther con- 
versation?” He replied, “ Upon this, my 
Lord, I said, ‘ Surely, then, you should send 
immediately to Bow-street, to have officers 
sent down; his premises should be again 
searcheg.’ To which Patca answered, 
‘No, for nothing would be found ; I should 
certainly be shot.’” 

Now, in these replies, there was assuredly . 
something to wonder at ; namely, that aman 
who was the acknowledged friend of the 
person shot, should, for an instant, think of 
his personal risk, when it was essential for 
the discovery of the assassin of his friend. 
The acuteness of the judge saw this clearly, 
and pointed it out rial 
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end, b believe that these replies raised a sns- | of coroner, or if he be disabled and broken 
With age, or stricken with palsy, or. any 


Tespecting Pates, which, perhaps, would | other inveterate disease, if he dwell in the 


otherwise not have existed, 


extreme parts of the county, so that he can- 


~e Another remarkable circumstance elicited | not conveniently exercise the duties of his 
the truth in this trial, which should always | office. 


be attended to by medical men; that is, to 


From these remarks, Gentlemen, you will 


ascertain whether the wounds have been | be convinced not only of the importance of 
ea by a right or a left handed man. In| the duties of the coroner to the public wel- 
TeH'’s case, the evidence went to prove | fare, but of the great necessity for discretion 
that the murder was committed by means of | and judgment in medical practitioners who 
a pistol, shot by a left-handed man, Ser-| may be called to deliver testimony before 
geant Best, in a conference with the pri-| him; the importance of preserving notes of 


soner before the trial, pressed him to say 


the evidence delivered before the coroner, 


whether he was /eft-banded, but he protested | and the caution requisite in giving that evi- 
that he was not; yet, at the trial, being | dence, seeing that it may be employed. in 
called to plead and hold up his hand, he | cross-examination on the trial; and, finally, 
answered, Not guilty, and held up his left| the danger of contumaciousness to the autho- 


rity of this court. I think that, from these 


Another circumstance connected with vio-| facts, I may also venture to say, that it 
lent death, or such as may demand an in-| would neither be advantageous to the public 
quest, should always be kept in remem-| nor to the profession were the office to be 
brance,—That it is indictable to bury a man | filled by medical men. If a practitioner, 
who dies a violent death, before the coroner’s | who is also a coroner, have much employ- 
inquest has sat upon him. Now, I have | ment, especially if he practice midwifery, it 


known instances where medical men, sym- 


is evident that either the public service must 


pathising in the feelings of the friends of a | suffer, or his patients must be neglected. In 
suicide, have agreed to conceal the cause of | truth, as long as the services of the profes- 
the’ death, so as to evade the coroner's in-| sion are necessarily at the command of the 
quest; but although, in such cases,no un-| public, the offices of a medical practitioner 
comfortable results have followed, yet, if | and of coroner are, in my opinion, completely 
information of the fact had been lodged with ! incompatible. j 


the coroner, the surgeon would have been 


Gentlemen: I cannot conclude. these re- 


tried as an aceessary. On the other hand,| marks upon the coroner's court, and 


if a medical man feel himself injured by the 


the duties of medical practitioners w 


conduct of ‘a coroner, he has his remedy by | witnesses at inquests, without again refer- 


an action at law; for a coroner may be} 
punished for misconduct, by fine, imprison- 
ment, or removal ; and the filing of an inquest 
Miay ulso be stopped for mismanagement. 
Thiis, if a coroner take an inquisition with- 
out viewing the body, he is criminally to 
blame, for the view ascertains the cause of 
the death, and an inquisition must be taken 
super visum is only. An instance is 
mentioned in the books (3), in which the 
coroner was committed to prison, and fin 
40s., because he refused to view the body 
unless he was paid, for himself, 6s. 8d., and 
for his clerks, 23.104. If the coroner use 
any corrupt influence with a jury, if he con- 
ceal felony, he shall be fined and suffer one 
year’s imprisonment,—a punishment which 
was inflicted, in part, in Lord Buckuurst's 
case, where the coroner, not having returned 
his inquisition of murder to the next gaol- 
delivery, but sappressed it, he was dis- 
charged from his office, and fined one hun- 
dred pounds, As coroners may be elected 
by writ de coronatore eligendo, so they may 
be removed by writ de coronatore exonerando, 


for any reasonable cause assigned in the writ, | for their 


and new coroners may be elected in their 
stead, And this may be done for several 
causes. Thus, if a coroner beso en- 
gaged in othér public business in the country 
that he has no leisure to attend to bis office 


ring to the Act passed in the last sessien for 
the remuneration of medical witnesses on 
these occasions, The profession owes a debt 
of gratitude to Mr. Wak ey on this account, 
and J consider it an act of justice in me to 
bear public testimony to the importance of 
the task which he has achieved. The Act 
confirms the authority of the coroner to 
summon medical witnesses, and it arms him 
with power to direct the performance of 


ed | post-mortem examinations by them, except 


in instances where a person shall come for- 
ward and state, upon oath, that the medical 
witness so summoned had, in his attendance 
upon the deceased, partly or entirely caused 
his death owing to his improper or negligent 
treatment. It aiso authorises the jury, ora 
majority of it, to require the coroner to sum- 
mon additional medical evidence if the first 
be not satisfactory, But the most, import- 
ant clauses of the Act wefer to the remu- 
neration of the medical witnesses. I will 
therefore read these as they standin the 
Act :— 
“3. Fees to Medical Witnesses, and Funds 
Payment.—And_ be it further 
enacted, That when any legally-quailified 
medical practitioner has attended upon 
coroner's inquest in obedience to any 5 
order as aforesaid of the coroner, the said 
practitioner shall for such attendance at any 
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inquest in Great Britain be entitled toreceive | under which the order issued was held, or 


such remuneration or fee as is mentioned in 

the table marked (B.) in the schedule here- 

unto ammexed ; and for any inquest held in 

Treland, the said rpeabaaeit shall be paid in 

the manner provided by the Jaws in force in 

that part of the United Kingdom ; and the 
coroner is hereby required and commanded 
to make, according to the form marked (C.) 
in the schedule hercunto annexed, his order 
for the payment of such remuneration or 
fee, when the inquest shall be held in Great 
Britain, and such order may be addressed 
and directed to the churchwardens and over- 
seers of the parish or place in which the 
death has happened ; and such churchwar- 
dens and overseers, or any one of them, is 
and are hereby required and commanded to 
pay the sum of money mentioned in such 
order of the coroner to the medical witness 
therein mentioned, out of the funds collected 
for the relief of the poor of the said place. 
“4, Fee not payable for a post-mortem Ex- 
amination instituted without Order from the 
Coroner.—Provided nevertheless, and be it 
further enacted, That no order of payment 
shall be given, or fee or remuneration paid, 
to any medical practitioner for the perform- 
ance of any post-mortem examination which 
may be instituted without the previous cirec- 
tien of the coroner. 

“5. Inquests on Bodies of Persons dying in 
Public Institutions.—Provided also, and he 
it farther enacted, That when any inquest 
shall be holden on the body of any person 
who has died in any public hospital or in- 
firmary, or in any building or place belong- 
ing thereto, or used for the reception of the 
patients thereof, or who has died in any 
county or other lunatic asylum, or in any 
public infirmary or other public medical in- 
stitution, whether the same be supported by 
endowments or by voluntary subscriptions, 
then and in such case nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to entitle the 
medical officer whose duty it may have been 
to attend the deceased person as a medical 
officer of such institution as aforesaid to the 
fees or remaneration herein provided. 

“6. Penalty for neglecting to attend. — 
And be it further enacted, That where any 
order for the attendance of any medical 
practitioner as aforesaid shall have been 
personally served wpon such practitioner, 


in the parish wheresuch medical practitioner 
resides ; and such two justices are hereby 
required, wpon such complaint, to ‘procecd 
to the hearing and adjudication of: such 
complaint, and if such medical practitioner 
shall not show to the said justices a good 
and sufficient cause for not having obeyed 
such order, to enforce the said penalty by 
distress and sale of the offender's goods, as 
they are empowered to proceed by an ‘act 
of parliament for amy other penalty or for- 
feiture.” 

The table of fees awards one guinea to 
every legally-qualitied medical practitioner 
for giving evidence at any inquest whereat 
no post-mortem examination has been made 
by such practitioner, and two guineas where 
a post-mortem has been made. 

Now, few Acts of Parliament are, so far 
as I can judge, more simple, and yet more 
explicit in their various euactments, than "this 
Act, yet the parochial functionaries of St. 
Pancras have refused to pay the first de- 
mand which it authorised the coroner to 
make upon them. Now, it has been said, 
that the fees to medical witnesses ought to 
have been taken out of the county rates, 
instead of the poor rates. This is a question 
which I will not pretend to decide; but. as 
the law now stands,1 cannot cenceive upon 
what grounds the parochial authorities can 
refuse compliance with it. They may en- 
deavour, by application to Parliament, to 
shift the payments of these fees. to the 
county rates; but until such a change is 
effected the law is imperative, and I eannot 
see how it can be legally resisted. It has 
also been contended, that the medical officers 
of public medical imstitutions ought to. be 
remunerated for their attendance upon in- 
quests held on the bodies. of persons who 
have died in those institutions, There ap- 
pears to be some justice in this objection to 
the Act, which declares that those medical 
officers shall receive no remuneration ; but 
on reflecting more closely apon this provi- 
sion, I am satisfied that it is correct, and that 
the granting of fees, in such cases, to the 
physicians and surgeons of public medical 
institutions, would open a doomte numerous 
abuses. In all cases of death in hospitals, 
in which post-mortem examinations are per- 
mitted by the friends of the 


or where any such order not personally ars cunstentiy made, and, therefore, it would 


served shall have been received by any 
medical practitioner in sufficient time for 


be absurd to fee the operators. Were fees 
paid to those medical officers when inquests 


him to have obeyed such order, or where | are held on the bodies of persons dying in 


any such order has been served at the 


public institutions, I would not hesitate to 


residence of auy medical practitioner ; and | predict that the number of inquests would 
in every case where any medical practitioner | far exceed that which has hitherto beea 
has not ebeyed such order, he shall for such | held in these institutions. 


neglect of disobedience forfeit the sum of 


five pounds sterling, upon complaint thereof | witnesses im courts of justice, 


of 
same 


W ith respect to the general atte 


made by the coroner or any two of the jury | compulsion which enforces that of ordin 


before any two justices having jurisdiction | witnesses weighs equally upon medi 
: The attendance of 
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civil cases is compelled (where the witness 
is not in custody) by means of a subpeena, 
which is a judicial writ, commanding the 
witness to appear at the trial to testify for 
the plaintiff, or defendant, under pain of 
forfeiting £100 in case of disobedience. 
One writ cannot contain the names of more 
than four witnesses ; and it must be renew- 
ed at every subsequent assizes or sitting, if 
the cause be made a remanet ; but if the writ 
contain more than the names of four wit- 
nesses, a witness who is served with a sub- 
peena-ticket in court cannot refuse to give 
evidence. A subpoena-ticket, which is a 
copy of the writ, should be made out for 
each witness, and must be served upon him 
personally, a reasonable time before the day 
of trial. Notice in London, at two in the 
afternoon, calling upon the witness to at- 
tend at the sittings at Westminster on the 
same day, is too short. 

“ The original should be shown to the 
witness when the ticket is delivered to him. 
It is also requisite, in civil cases, to tender 
to the witness his reasonable expenses, not 
only of going to attend the trial, but also of 
his return; for although he may refuse to 
be sworn till such «xpeuses are paid, the 
party may not choose to call him, and he 
may find it difficult to get home again. 
When the witness lives within the Bills of 
Mortality, it is uswai to deliver one shilling 
with the subpoena-ticket for his attendance 
in London, or in Westminster. In other 
eases the sum tendered should be propor- 
tioned to the circumstances. Where an at- 
tachment is moved for, the court will not 
enter into any nice calculation as to the 
expense, but will consider whether the 
non-attendance originated in obstinacy. 

“If a witness wilfully neglect to attend 
pm the subpoena, he is guilty of a contempt 

— for which he is liable to an attach- 


process in criminal cases 


is,—First, by of a subp issued 
in the king’s name by the justices of the 
court in which the offence is to be tried. 
The more usual course is, secondly, for the 
justices or coroners who take the informa- 
tions, examifiations, and depositions, to 
bind the witnesses under the statute of 
and Mary, by recognizance, to appear 
at the next gaol-delivery, or quarter sessions, 
to give evidence. The justices may take 
these recognizances at any time before the 
trial; and if the witness refuse to enter into 
such recognizance, the justice or coroner 
may commit him, or bind him to his good 
behaviour, and to appear at the next gaol- 
delivery or quarter sessions of the peace. 
Even where an offender who has escaped 
from one part of the United Kingdom is tried 
in another, service of a subpoena on a wit- 
ness ‘in one part of the United Kingdom to 
give evidence in another part, is as effectual 
as if the witaess had been served with the 


subpeena in that part of the United Kingdom 
where he is required to appear, and, upon 
default, notified by a certificate under the 
seal of the court whence the subpoena is- 
sued, to the court of King’s Bench in Eng- 
land or Ireland respectively, or of the High 
Court of Justiciary in Scotland, he is liable 
to be punished as for a contempt of the 
process of those courts respectively. But 
the witness cannot be punished for a default 
unless the reasonable expenses of coming 
and attending to give evidence, and of re- 
turning, have been tendered to him. In 
other cases the witness is bound to obey the 
writ, or to perform the condition of his re- 
cognizance, although no expenses have been 
tendered to him, for the calls of justice are 
paramount to all private considerations and 
claims. It is a curious fact, that even in 
criminal cases there existed in England, 
until 1702, no law to compel the appearance 
of witnesses; it depeaded on themselves to 
obey or disobey the summons ; there was ne 
legal meaus of compelling a map to put him- 
self to a little trouble, even when his 
evidence was required to save the life of an 
innocent man. In cases of felony the legis- 
lature has made provision for the expenses 
of the prosecution and witnesses. 

“ The law protects a witness, as weil as a 
party to the suit, from arrest eunde marando 
et redeundo. And as it is not essential to 
their protection that the witness ‘should 
have been subpeenaed, if he has consented 
to attend, the writs usaally allow ample 
time for this purpese.” 

Such are the regulations with respect to 
general witnesses, and they refer equally to 
medical witnesses. The expenses of medical 
witnesses and attorneys for loss of time are 
generally allowed, but there is no mode of 
compelling the payment of them. should it 
be refused, except in inquests. 


ODSERVATIONS MADE DURING A 
FEW MONTHS’ INVESTIGATIONS 
INTO THE APPARENT EFFECTS OF 
SOME or tne HAHNEMANNIC MEDICINES, 
WITH A 
BRIEF DETAIL OF CASES. 
By W. Kixepon, Esq., Surgeon, London. 
( Read before the Medical Society of London, 
October 10, 1836.) 


Tue observations that 1 am willing to 
offer on a subject which cannot fail to be 


selves, prove worthy of your attention, and 
therefore I shali take pains that they be not 
lengthily tedious, 

My most profitable business is with gen- 


tlemen in the city, whose object it is to ie 
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their maladies attended to, if possible, with- 
out interference with their usual avocations, 
—men whose minds are enlarged by educa- 
tion and occupation,—whose habit is indus- 
try, and whose fortune is the profitable 
occupation of their time, equally removed 
from the indolent and luxurious, who readily 
catch at novelty for amusement, and the 
ignorant, and unlettered, who are easily 
caught by any appearance of mysticism. 
Such men as these have been requiring me, 
for the last eighteen months, to try, as they 
called it, ** Homoeopathy,” at which I only 
smiled, ineredulously, and, I fear, contemp- 
tuously. The reiteration of such applica- 
tions, however, and from men in whose 
judgment and veracity I had contidence, 
seemed to demand from me some investiga- 
tion of the subject; and, desirous to set 
about it in the most fair way, I sought an 
introduction to Dr. Quin, of whom I had 
heard most honourable report. 

Of that gentleman I am desirous to say, 
that, after a rather close intimacy of some 
months duration, I esteem him as most 
honourable, candid, and gentlemanly, highly 
educated, with too much intellectualit 
easily to deceive himself, and too mad 
honour to deceive another. 

From Dr. Quin I learnt the almost incon- 
ceivable minuteness of the Homceopathic 
doses of medicine, and felt more strongly the 
impossibility of any effect whatever being 
produced by them. A dose of medicine not 
cognizable by any of our senses, anc by itself 
so minute that the mind cannot conceive the 
space that tvould be filled by it, cannot, by 
possibility, be supposed capable of produc- 
ing effect. In this place the naked absur- 
dity, as it must appear to all who have 
previous knowledge, should be pointed out, 
since, if any good arise out of this system, 
it must be such as is competent to overcome 
all preconceived notions of the proper use of 
medicine. The 20th part of the decillionth 
of $ of adrop of the expressed juice of a 
recent plant! What mind can bring itself 
to consider such a quantity? What finite 
can comprehend such an infinitessimal? Who 
can wonder that men, believing that they 
knew any thing of disease or remedies, should 
sneer at such a proposition as that this dose 
should control an active and viclent dis- 
ease, ahd continue its action for weeks? 
1 conld hardly respect that mind which could 
grant credence to such a proposition with- 
out experimenting for itself. No more caa 
I respect those feelings which would cha- 
racterise as knaves or fools a large body of 
industrious individuals, rather than take 
the trouble to investigate into the truth of 
their assertions. 

Among the medicines with which Dr. 
Quin favoured me, was “ matricaria cha- 
momilla,” the dose being the twentieth 
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leayes, and fi 


ture is made by mixing equal parts of the 
expressed juice of the whole plant with 
an equal quantity of spirits of -wine.* 
This being permitted to stand for one day, 
the clear liquor only is poured off, as the 
essential tincture, leaving the albumea and 
fibrine which might have been expressed 
with the juice. Thus I consider the essen- 
tial tincture to contain only 4 of the juice of 
the plant. Amongst other virtues attributed 
to this medicine, was the relief given in 
tooth-ach, where there was inflammation 
of the jaw and cheek, and where relief was 
temporarily obtained by putting cold water 
in the mouth. At this time I hada gratui- 
tous patient, with greatly inflamed jaw and 
swollen face, much constitutional fever, con- 
stipated bowels, and intense head-ach, for 
which I had preseribed an active antiphlo- 
gistic and aperient mixture. She came to 
me in three days, relieved from the fever, 
constipation, and head-ach, but declaring 
that she could get no sleep from the acute 
pain in her jaw, which was still much in- 
lamed. JI directed her to avoid such dict 
as I had been taught was likely to act as 
antidote to the medicine, gave her a dose of 
the chamomilla to put into her mouth at 
bed-time, and though I do not see gratuitous 
patients more than twice a week, told her 
to come to me on the next morning, when, 
if she were not better, I would order some- 
thing else. She did come the next morning, 
and told me that she had slept all night, and 
felt that she was getting quite well. I 
laughed, attributed the relief to my anti- 
phlogistic mixture, and thought the medi- 
cine lucky to have been so opportanely given. 
This case, however, told nothing against the 
medicine. 

On the same night I went into the eoun- 
try by mail, it being Setarday, and returned 
on Monday, at eleven o'clock. I found Mrs. 
Kingdon suffering from inflammation of the 
jaw, and such acute pain thet she had had 
no sleep for two nights. She bad been put+ 
ting cold water into her mouth, constantly, 
as it relieved her while cold. Forgetting 
the new medicines, I was about to order 
leeches and fomentations, when it occurred 
to me to ask her if she wouk! try “ a cha- 
momilla?” “ Anything, anything,” was her 
reply, “ for I shall go mad if this pain con- 
tinue.” I found some patients waiting, and 
attended to them, thus occupying nearly an 
hour, when I was informed that Mrs. K. 
was getting worse and worse, and must be 
attended to. I sent her a chamomilla pow- 
der, which she applied to her gam, not 
having been directed what to do with it. 
I saw her in ha!f an hour; she was free 
from pain, but had that peculiar feeling 
which is usually present after severe pain. 
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* The matricaria chamomilla is 
in flower, from June to August. 
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She almost wished to have the pain again, 
toe rot powde sugar 
would not haye an equally good effect, I 
again laughed, and but that there was evi- 

ent inflammation, should have considered 
it one of those sudden subsidences of pain 
which we occasionally experience. 

Tt here becomes necessary to state the 
mode of administering the medicine, Small 
globules, com d of sugar-of-milk, are 

permitted to absorb the tincture, diluted to 

state in which it is used, and from 40 to 
of these small globules are requisite to 
absorb one drop, of which two globules are 
corey the dose. These are so small that 
ey would he lost by themselves, and, 
therefore, they are implicated in a little 
powder of sugar-of-milk, or, in lieu of this, 
a little sugar and starch. The powder con- 
taining these globules is placed on the 
tongue, and, without effort, gradually swal- 
lowed with the saliva which dissolves it. 
Chamomilla has appeared to be productive 
of the most satisfactory relief in many cases 
of irritation from teething in children. After 
several restless nights a good night has suc- 
ceeded the taking of a “ chamomilla,” and 
the child hag been relieved on the following 
day. Diarrhoea in children, while they are 
teething, has subsided, and the state of 
the bowels has become comfortable after 
taking chamomilla. 

A gentleman who had what he called a 
constitutional diarrhoea,” for he was never 
from home without laudanum in his pocket, 
and all treatment had previously failed except 
as to temporary relief, told me that he was 
better after I had given him chamomilla 
than he had been his 
and begged a powder to carry in bis pocket 
instead of the laudanum, About a month 
after this. I met him in the street, and he told 
me that he had not since been inconveni- 
enced by the diarrhcea. I have since learnt 
that, on going to Leamington, he had afresh 
attack, but I have not seen him. 

A physician in the country gave his child, 
a boy about three years old, rhubarb and 
soda, times a week, to keep in check 
irritable bowels. I advised him to give “a 
chamomilla.” He did so, two months ago, 
and the child has not been dosed since. 

- A poor man brought me a letter from the 
country requesting me to say if I thought 
any thing could be done for him, and if so, 
if I would have the goodness to try to bene- 
fit him, the writer, a lady, would see that 
he was supplied with such dietetic aid as I 
might direct. He came staggering into my 
room like a drunken man, spoke, looked, 
and in a manner moved something between 

t of an idiot and that of one who was 

nk. He was very deaf, and had been in 
this state for between four and five years, 
when, as he said, he had “St. Anthony’s 
fire in his head,” and the doctor told his wife 
that he could not live,—that he had been 


under many doctors, had had setons, issues, 
blisters, Ac,,, applied, witheut any good 
effect resulting,—that.he was originally a 
jobbing gardener, but now could do nothing 
in that way, as his head was always turning 
round, and he was for ever tumbling down. 

I thought I would try the “ do-nething.”’ 
medicines; made no promise except to at- 
tend to him if he came according to, my 
directions, and claimed the lady's assistaace 
to procure him simple nutriment. . lu about 
ten days he came saying. he: was) better, 
which was fairly attributable to better diet 
and the excitement of a new dactor, te get 
to whom he had the difficulty of sevea miles 
toovercome, In the course of treatment for 
vertigo I gave him “a phosphorus,” one- 
twentieth of a decillioath. In a fortaight 
he returned to me, in great joy, saying, “i 
am sure I am better now, Sir, for the last 
medicine has cured my deafness,” I stared, 
and referred to the Hahnemannic account 
of phosphorus, and found that it there pro- 
fessed to be one of the proper remedies for 
deafness. I state this just as it oceurred, 
I kept no note of the case except this point. 
T have buagled on with the man, whom I 
saw yesterday, after anabsence of a month ; 
he says that his head seems almost well, 
that he got repeatedly wet, and. took. cold, 
which caused pains in his limbs, but did 
not affect his head,and that his head is ‘a 
different thing.” At all events .the man 
appears to be a “ different”, man, and for 
the sake of having my eye 1am 
giving him what Hahnemann calls an * anti- 
psoric.” I noticed no particular point in 
this case, except the almost sudden care of 
deafness after phosphorus. 

The antiphlogistic depended upon in 
general iyflammatory affections, and there- 
fore, 1 believe, given at the commencement 
of almost all inflammatory fevers, is the ex- 
pressed juice of the aconitum napellus, in 
8-illionth or 10-illionth dilution. Thus,at the 
commencement of scarlet fever, aconite 
would be given, and repeated in four, eight, 
or twelve hours, as might appear necessary, 
though, as I shall explain, one dose. may be 
enough. As soon as the tongue, or the 
throat, or the skin, demonstrate the certain 
character of the disease, belladonna, in 10- 
illionth dilution, is given. 

A gentleman called on me, late at might, 
to visit his child, whe seemed suddenly to 
be taken with some serious illness, He had 
for some time wished that I would, permit 
myself to be considered his medical adviser, 
which I had declined, as out, of, my,asual 
practice, though this sudden gall, coald not 
be parried. I found a bey, four or, five years 
old, who had given some proof.of indisposi- 
tion in the early part of the day, with a sting- 
ing heat of skin, a pulse strong and unnot- 
able, a tongue clammy, and sticking te the 
roof of his mouth, and so far delirious as 
require some time to effect his recognition 
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of his mother and nurse. T enquired if any 
disease ‘was in the neighbourhood, and if 
any particular illness was suspected. Scarlet 
fever was the disease saspected, and, so far 
as I could jadge from experience, 
particularly from the unfortunate experience 
of my own family, had commenced with ex- 
cessivé violence. 1 ordered calomel and 
tartarised antimony, my favourite medicine 
at the commencement of diseases of children 
when threatening to be serious. IT thought 
the child soill as to require seeing early in 
the morning, and when I arrived 1 found 
that the bowels had been relieved, and also 
the stomach, but the skin, the pulse, the 
tongoe; and the mental aberration, were 
rather more alarming than on the night 
before. He had passed a wretched night. 
I gave au aconite, and saw the patient in 
about five hours ; the improvement was 
amazing ; the skin was comparatively com- 
fortable, the pulse 96, the tongue easily 
moveable in the mouth, and the mind calm. 
Some red points on the tongue, and some 
thickness in the throat, together with some 
efflorescence on the skin, seemed to prove 
the correctness of diagnosing scarlet fever ; 
but the ease was mild at this time. The 
tient was seen‘again at night ; the tongue 
become redder, and the efflorescence 

had increased, but the child was compara- 
tively comfortable. “ A belladonna” was 
left, to be given in the night, should the 
affection of the throat, orany other symptom, 
become'aggravated. I saw the child again 
early next morning, for I felt the heavy re- 
sponsibility of acting upon a new plan. The 
belladonna had not been given, the child 
had had a quict night, though, from the 
breathing and the sound of the voice, I 
thought the throat a little more obstructed, 
I gave the belladonna. The efflorescence 
increased sufficiently to demonstrate scarlet 
fever. The throat became slightly enlarged 
at its exterior, but the child complained of 
nothing further except weakness in its 
limbs. It took plain nourishment, it played 
with toys upon the bed, and passed its nights 
comfortably, applying to its nurse once or 
twice in the night for toast-water. The 
bowels, after the action of calomel and anti- 
mohyy beeame sluggish, but no general bad 
symptom resulted. In about eight days 
from the commencement the child desired 
to! get up, and, though weak, for a while 
amused itself about the narsery as usual. 
In this case, as the chief relief of symptoms 
was accompanied by the appearance of efflor- 
escence, ‘there was reason to think that the 
calomet and antimony, though not immedi- 
ately producing benefit, placed the patient 
in a state to go through the disease mildly, 
- About the time of this patient’s getting 
well, I was called, (late at night also), to 
anothér. boy, about ten years old, of full 
habit, living in the same house, but not of 


school, and boarding with the master of the 
howse, who is one of the masters of the 
school. The symptoms of this, boy were 
equally violent; the wandering of the mind 
was rather greater, and as T had acquired 
more contidence, and intended to visit again 
early in the morning, I gave an aconite. 
The report in the morning was, that in about 
half an hour after taking the powder. he 
ceased rambling, became comparatively cool 
and quiet, went to sleep, his sleep lasting 
all the night, except that he occasionally 
awoke, quite sensible, and asked for toast- 
water, The guttural sound of his voice 
was more evident, and some efflorescence 
became apparent. He had “ a belladonna,” 
and the same quiet state of recovery became 
established. This boy had, after the fourth 
day, two globules of bryonia alba, of the 
10-illionth dilution, dissolved in eight d 
taking one night and morning, as I fanci 
the existence of something like continued 
fever after the subsidence of the eruption, 
This patient had no other than the Hahne- 
mannic medicines. 

Another boy, of about six years old, 
brother to the first, was attacked, and be- 
came so well in a few days after taking “ an 
aconite” and “ a belladonna,” that he got 
up, and, the weather being fine, was_per- 
mitted to take an airing on Putney Heath 
and Wimbledon Common. Two days after 
this he became feverish, and his throaf again 
enlarged, and, being a child of great nervous 
susceptibility, his symptoms assumed the 
character of a slight attack of chorea. For 
the throat, “a mercurias,” of the quadril- 
lionth attenuation, was given, aud was suc- 
ceed by amendment. After this,“ a bryony,” 
in eight doses, was commenced, but only 
three doses were given, in consequence of 
his complaining of excruciating head-ach, 
and I did not feel quite at ease with my 
new remedies. This boy did not recover 
from the effects of the relapse until he went 
to the sea-side. 

Two girls, the one aged between eight and 
nine years, and the other between three 
four, of the same family, had scatiet fever, 
and recovered, taking only aconite and bel- 
ladonna, but the experience of the former 
case guarded them from the danger of 
relapse. 

Thus, five cases of scarlet fever in the 
same house, two of them as violent at the 
commencement as any I ever saw, got well, 
after taking the Hahnemannic medicines. 
Belladonna, preceded by aconite, is con- 
sidered to be a specific cure for true in- 
flammatory quinzy, and I waited some time 
for an opportunity to try it, until one morn- 
ing, as 1 was leaving home, a gentleman of 
the legal profession called on me to do some- 
thing for a sore throat, which had caused 
him to awake, on the night before, shortly 
after he had gone to sleep, and he had been 
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could not swallow without great pain, and 
could scarcely speak, and yet he had busi- 
of great consequence to attend to at 
estmiuster on the nextday. He had con- 
siderable headach, his pulse was full, and 
had I not been hastening to an appointment 
I certainly should have bled him, not think- 
ing it right, ia so pressing a case, to venture 
on what was to me an entirely new plan of 
treatment. The throat was extensively in- 
flamed, and both tonsils projected to the 
size of two large nutmegs. I directed what 
should be his diet, at which he smiled, 
being, as he said, incompetent to swallow 
any thing. put “an aconite” on his 
tongue, and gave him “ a belladonna” to 
take four hours after, and requested that if 
I did not call upon him by seven o'clock, it 
then being nearly one, he would send to me. 
About seven o'clock I called upen him, and 
found him writing, He told me that he had 
been getting better ever since I had put the 
powder into his mouth; that he had takea 
not only some plain mutton-broth, but was 
able to eat some of the mutton, and though 
his throat felt “ very queer,” he was “ quite 
a different thing.” The only difference I 
noticed in the throat, was a considerable 
diminution in the intensity of the redness. 
I directed that if again worse in the night, 
he should send for me, and, at all events, 
let me hear from him early in the morning. 
At eight o'clock on the next morning I re- 
ceived a note, saying, that he had passed a 
night, was about to take a good break- 

and would call on me in a few minutes, 

on his way to Westminster. He did call, 
and I found his throat much altered in 
colour; but still swollen. I advised that he 
should be very careful, and let me see him 
every morning. I did not see him for five 
days, when I called upon him. Jocosely 
hiding his face, he told me that he had some- 
thing else to do than call upon me when he 
had nothing the matter with him. His 
throat had assumed a natural and healihy 


offee, of the millionth dilution, is one of 
the Hahnemannic sleeping potions, and sleep 
has succeeded its administration, but in 

cases only where its absence seemed 
te arise from wandering, or restlessness, of 
the mind, A young clergyman, who had 
been striving for a lectureship, after he had 
preached his probationary sermon, lost his 
power to sleep. He went to the sea-side, 
and fancied that by staying too long in a 
bath he had gota dull, heavy,headach. In 
this state he came to me, giving evidence of 
a much over-wrought mind, complaining of 
dull headach, and total want of sleep. I 
feared the consequences. I dreaded active 
treatment. I encouraged him, directed his 
diet for the day, and gave him “a coffee” 
to take at night. He came to me on the 
next day; he had slept well. He had 
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second day after, leaving one day without a 
visit. He had slept both nights. His 
headach was much relieved by sleep, but 
he was not well. He was weak, and bis 
bowels were torpid. I gave him some pills, 
containing quinine, and a little compound of 
extract of colocynth. They did him no 
good, Tn about three weeks after his first 
application, his sister called on me to state 
that her brother's forgetfulness was alarm- 
ing, that he would ask the same questions 
five or six times over in the same evening, 
that he would leave the house for the pur- 
pose of doing something, and being ques- 
tioned on his return, would have forgotten 
for what purpose he leftthe house. In this 
state I saw him, and having been dis- 
appointed in my favourite pills, I again 
referred to my books, and there read that 
phosphoric acid, of the trillionth dilution, 
was given for forgetfulness. His sleep had 
again failed him in part. He had another 
“ coffee,” followed by a good night, and on 
the following day he took phosphoric acid. 
I saw him four days afterwards ; he declared 
himself to be better, and had been able on 
the previous day, Sunday, to arrange his 
business, and pursue it systematically, which 
he had not been able to do for many Sun- 
days. Tendays afterwards I saw his sister, 
who informed me that “she thought him 
getting quite himself again.” Phosphoric 
acid is said to continue its action during 
forty days. Coffee has never even appeared 
to be followed by sleep, where the want of 
it was evidently produced by disease or 
pain. 

A young woman, about twenty-five years 
old, consulted me, with a hard tumour oc- 
cupying the right side of the abdomen, and 
producing an enlargement, giving her the 
appearance of a woman in the last months 
of pregnancy. I treated the case with 
iodine, and with much improvement and 
diminution in size. After three months 
treatment I lost sight of her for more than 
six weeks, when she returned, as large as at 
first, saying that she had been very ill, and 
that her doctor had told her it was infamma- 
tion of the womb. This being the second 
case where inflammation of the womb had 
seemed to be produced by the use of iodine, 
I was cautious in my futare treatment, and 
made no way. The most troublesome 
symptom was the almost impossibility to 
get the bowels to act, and after trying every 
variety of purgative, I sent her to Dr. Quin, 
with whom I had just then become: ac- 
quainted, teHing him that if any of his 
medicines would act upon her bowels, I 
shonld be more than half a convert. He 
replied that he did not expect the infinites- 
simals to overcome mechanical obstructions, 
but that he should commence the treatment 
of such a case with sulphur, of the billionth 
reduction, given two nights following, and 


another “coffee,” and vame to me on the 


then one cominon dose, divided, by mixture, 
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into eight doses, taking one every night. 
Strange to tell, the woman's bowels began 
to act on about the fourth day, and con- 
tinued regularly to act, daily, for several 
weeks, when, to my no small astonishment, 
no hard tumour could be felt through the 
parietes of the abdomen. I lost sight of her 
for some time, when she returned, because 
her bowels would not act, and up to this 

iod no hard tumour isto be feltexternaily, 
Gone examination by rectum and vagina, 
there is considerable pressure made on both 
by what I have no doubt is the remains of 
the original tumour, This woman believes 
that she was bora with the tumour, as she 
never remembers being without it. 

The wife of an unfortunate and unengaged 
clergyman brought to me a delicate boy, 
nine or ten years of age, the only one she 
had living of several children. He had 
been for some time a patient of Dr. Pearce, 
and was brought to me on that gentle- 
man’s retiring from practice. He had a pale 
face, bad digestion, morbid appetite, and a 
hard tumour occupying the whole space 
from the right hypochondrium to the pelvis, 
with a constant pain across the loins. | 
did atl that I could to improve his health. 
I tried different preparations of iodine for 
the tumour, and after some time applied the 
emplast. hydrar. ¢.ammoniaco. The health 
improved slightly, but the tumour rather 
increased, and seemed to project a litile at 
one part. IL semt him to my friend Mr. 
Macilwain, who, when I was surgeon to 
the City dispensary, he (being surgeon to 
the Finsbury,) had coalesced with me, so 
that we consulted each other in all interest- 
ing eases occurring in either dispensary. 
My friend’s prognosis was unfavourable, as 
mine had become afier some months’ trial, 
and although he suggested some judicious 
mode of treatment, I determined to avoid 
any trials founded on our unfavourable 
opinion, and commence the treatment with 

ahnemannic sulphur, having a recollection 
of the woman’s tumour. The boy took two 
globules of a billionth of sulphur at night. 
Two globules dissolved in eight doses, he 
taking ene every aight, so that a repetition 
was required on every ninth night. His 
health improved amazingly, and he had been 
taking this medicine for about six weeks, 
when, on the approach of the Midsummer 
helydays, the mother informed me that she 
could take ber son into Yorkshire, for the 
vacation, as the saving in board would pay 
the expense of travelling, if I thought there 
was no danger of his being seriously ill 
without my being near enough to be con- 
sulted. I advised the change by all means 
to be adopted, and supplied medicines to 
continue the ninth-day repetition, until his 
retarn, He returned without his tumour, 
I sent him to my friend, who, I learat from 
the mother, was so astonished, that he re- 
quested her to give him as clear an account 


as she could of the proceeding: The boy 


continues well. 

A gentleman called on me one ne 
saying that he was very ill, that he su 
great pain at stool, lost large qnantities of 
blood, had constant pain and weight at his 
stomach, and felt so oppressed and weakened 
that he could hardly walk to and from his 
place of business, and when there was in- 
competent to attend to it. I directed his 
diet, and gave hinf “a nux-vomica,” two 
globules of a decillionth. In three days he 
said that he felt better. In nine days he 
repeated the nux-vomica, and five days 
afterwards called on me to say that he was 
never better in his life. Nux-vomica isa 
favourite stomachic medicine, where there 
is weight, and the sense of oppression, at 
the scrobiculus cordis, constipation, and dis- 
position to piles. 

The diet recommended in chronic cases is 
very simple. In acute cases, the same 
strict antiphlogistic regimen is parsued by 
the Hahnemannists as with us. The diet 
may consist of all kinds of fish, fowl, and 
meat, except shell-fish, duck, or pork. All 
farinaceous food, vegetables boiled, ezgs, 
milk and butter. The drink may be cocoa, 
weak black tea, toast and water, or barley- 
water, or weak brandy and water. 

No acids, mustard, spices, aromatics, 
wine, green tea, coffee, walt-liquor, salads, 
asparagus, parsley, mint, onions, garlic, or 
raw fruit, except perfectly sweet, fo be 
taken. No perfumes to be used. Should 
the bowels require being relieved, recourse 
must be had to lavements of warm water, 
or, if necessary, soap and water. 

Cases in which I have given the Hahne- 
mannic medicines without being able to note 
any sequence, are about as numerous as 
those cases in which I have observed them, 
but itis fair to say that such cases are those 
in which other medicines had failed, and 
also. fair that 1 should say that, if any 
homeeopath were to ask me if I had taken 
all the pains which they bargain for in the 
selections of the medicines—I had not. The 
trouble is immense, and I have grown idle. 

The most prominent symptom is the first 
selected, then the accompanying symptoms, 
then the colour of the face, and the state of 
the pulse,as leading to a knowledge of what 
the old pathologists would have called’ 
“ the temperament ;” then the period of 
the day when the symptom is most striking, 
then in connection with meals, then as to 
the position of the body, and then, after 
having obtained as correct a portrait of the 
case as possible, you must read over the 
Materia Medica Pura, under the headsof the 
different medicines you may have selected, 
and fix upon the one which produces symp- 
toms most like the portrait you have drawn. 
This medicine alone must be given, as no 
compounds are permitted in homocopathy. 
Notwithstandingall this trouble, it is my pre- 
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seat belief thatit is well worth while totake it, 
and.after what L have seen, or, if you 
what have fancied. have seen, I feel that 
it is the daty of every medical man to look 
into it, for it is certain either that a number 
of cases do better without medicine than 
with, or, that these unimaginable doses of 
carefully-prepared medicines do impress the 
nerves so as to influence the actions of life. 
I am not at present a homceopath, vor do 
I feel as ifd ever should be. I cannot forego 
the auxiliaries of the lancet, leeches, or the 
cuppingrglass, though I believe that a judi- 
cious use of aconite will save much human 
blood. I, cannot give up the treatment, 
which ig many cases I know to be certainly 
beneficial, and impossible to be injurious, 
for any new plan ; but where there is great 
uncertainty, or where, though the medicine 
be applicable to the disease, it may be of a 
nature to injure the constitution, there I 
should feel authorised, with close watchful- 
ness, to treat cases upon asystem that cannot 
by possibility do harm; and on this last 
point chiefly rests my hope of benefit to my 
fellow-creatures, should this new system 
stand the test of a full and fair investigation. 
What I have learnt of the use of aconite, 
belladonna, chamomilla, sulphur, and nux- 
vomica, as well as some other medicines, I 
feel to be as great a comfort to me as any 
knowledge I have acquired, and therefore 
am willing that others should possess, if they 
please, equal satisfaction, not with a view 
to supersede their present knowledge and 
tice, but with a view to add to it, that 
those cases which I suppose to occur to 
others as well. as to myself, in which one 
scarcely knows what to preseribe with pro- 
bable advantage, and sometimes tries what 
proves: prejudicial, there may be, within 
reach, what cannet do harm, and what we 
have some authority for believing may do 
good, Hahuemane is, iu my opinion, de- 
serving our, greatest respect. His careful, 
tedious, and somewhat dangerous experi- 
ments on himself and others, which produced 
his “ Materia Medica Pura ;”’ the knowledge 
of antidotes which has arisen out of these 
experiments; the belief that the actions of 
medicine continue much longer than has 
hitherto been supposed, and the suggestion 
that much smaller doses than have been 
usually given are competeat to produce 
effect, are matters which are calculated to 
prove highly beneficial, even if his system of 
* similia similibus” fail, or the long direc- 
tion of his mind to one subject has caused 
him te pass into a state of fatuity as to the 
infimite dilution of bis medicine. 
The medicines which I have used have 
been prepared by my friend Dr. Quin, and 
are truly Hahnemannic, alike as to prepara- 
tion, dilution, and doses, 
I desire this statement of cases and ob- 
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pathy, of which I know so little, but as an 
offering, to a body of gentlemen, (the London 
Medical Seciety), from an individual who, 
having long enjoyed their society with profit 
and delight, is desirous long to continue that 
enjoyment, and who will always endeavour 
to» practise, and deserve the products of, 
gentlemanly feeling. ail 

I entered on the investigation from the 
reasons assigned, I pursued it because I fan- 
cied I had encou ment, and it pleased 
me. I shall certainly continue the investi- 
gation, and should any gentlenian of this 
Society think that I can be of service to 
him, it will be to me a cause of pleasure and 
of pride to be useful to the utmost of my 
abilities. 


NEW TREATMENT OF 


ONYCHIA MALIGNA; 
WITH CASES, 


By C. Ray, Esq., Surgeon, Falkingham. 


Ir is somewhat singular that the profes- 
sion has not presented us with more ad- 
vantageous curative means in the treatment 
of “ Onychia Maligna,” adisease which has 
hitherto been little. noticed by surgical 
authorities, although se frequent, and almost 
always of so protracted and serious a nature 
that moath after month passes away with 
scarcely amendment, while, ia many instan- 
ces, loss of the affeeted portion alone is the 
termination. Daring the Jast few years I 
have witnessed several cases, in which a 
variety of means had been restored to with- 
out hastening a favourable conclusion, as 
much, I imagine, from the impatience of the 
sufferer at his apparently trifling affection, 
as from the indecision of the medical at- 
tendant in not persevering in his endeavours 
to detach the irritating nail, previous to 
attempting a cure of the ulceration, as is 
usual, with powerful stimulating applica- 
tions. The result in treating two or three 
cases would prove to the inexperienced how 
ineffective, nay, how useless, it is .to anti- 
cipate a cure until the nail, which ever acts, 
after the commencement of the disease, asan 
irritant, is removed from the wound, and few 
patients will submit to the painful operation 
of entire evulsion. A partial separation of 
the nail at its root, by natural means, is not 
so tedious as might be conjectured, provid- 
ed the diseased part has been freely divided, 
and is kept moderately healthy, which may 
be accomplished by the nitrate, of silver, 
and simple soothing applications, with per- 
feet quiescence of the limb. I am disposed 
to believe that entire eyulsion. is not only 
unnecessary buta mischief, inasmuch as the 
parts lose their wonted firmness, become 
frightfully mi and offer no support 


servations to be considered net as a recom- 
mendatien of the general practice af homeo- 


to compression, which alone will prove of 
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 ONYCHTA' MALIGNA, 


infinite service in the case, besides the ex-| which is absolutely an ’ 

in and dread of the procedure, and | ing removal, is that which is in actual con- 
length of time before a substitute is | tact with the disease, which may be separat- 
only portion of the nail ed without much difficulty orsuffering. 


the Teng! 
prodaced,. The 


The natural state of the Nail 


Onychia 


ully with the importance of 
attaining this end, and of the almost certaiu 
ill consequences to be dreaded from pursu- 
ing @ contrary course, I forward the two 
subjoined-cases for insertion in THe Lancer. 


Cast 1.—B=4, Esq., a solicitor, zt. 40, 
of healthy cofstitution, observed, at about 
the middle of July a slight fulmess around 
the root of the right-hand thumb, with some 
discolouration of the soft parts, more par- 
ticularly towards the outer side, for which 
he was perfectly unable to account. In con- 
sequence of its increase after a week, its 
becoming of a deep-purple hue, and being 


The time when the Cornua 
should be removed, in 


253 
and vequir- 


Maligna. 


I noticed, at the outer margin of the nail’s 
origin, a small, dark, livid swelling, not un- 
like extravasated blood. The ulceration 
that extended from this over the joint was 
apparently superficial, bat ill-conditioned, 
and covered by an offensive, viscid, brownish 
secretion; the nail was ordinarily immovw- 
able, but had long ceased to grow; the 
thumb was of full twice its vatural size, and 
the hand and arm were exceedingly painful, 
and enlarged by the existing inflammation. — 
After freely dividing the ewelling with a 
scalpel, and cauterizing the wound with ni- 
trate of silver, | recommended a warm lin- 
seed poultice to be applied thrice in 24 


attended with considerable uneasiness, he | 
consulted an experienced surgeon, who 


hours, with the arm placed in a slimg. ‘Im. 
mediate relief was experienced, the swelling 


punctured it, and advised the repeated use | of the hand and arm rapidly subsided, and 
of bread poultices, and rest. No discharge | the incised wound gaped favourably, Every 
followed the scarification, nor was much re-| second or third day, for a fortnight, I ap- 
lief obtained. In a few days the puncture | plied the caustic, at about which time the 
had completely closed, the part was evidently nail had sprung up sufiiciently for me to 
more swollen and painful, and the band and | trace with a probe the concavity of its root. 
arm participated ; about this period a small | In a few days he consented to my passing. 
fissure was discovered at the circumference | very gradually, the blade of a sharp-pointed 
of the swelling, near to the nail, from which | scissars beneath the centre of its concavity, 
a thin pale ichor was secreted ; ulceration | directing the point obliquely and outwards, 
extended from this towards the joint, the so as to disengage from either side an exact 
edges of which were irregular, and, with the | triangular portion of the nail. This was 
surface of the ulcer, unhealthy, and attend-| accomplished with very little pain or dif- 
ed by an offensive, amber-coloured, mucous- | ficulty, the parts were drawn slightly to- 
like discharge } pain was not severe in the | gether with simple adhesive plaster, which, 
part, but thé hand and arm were exceedingly | independent of the discharge, was allowed 
painful, and swollen, and the glands in the | to remain on four days, and then repeated ; 
axilla; and ut the bend of the elbow, were en- | at the end of a fortnight the alceration had 
larged and throbbing. Several practitioners | perfectly healed, and although the thumb is 
Were consulted at short intervals during the | yet somewhat enlarged, from the superticial 
next three weeks, most of whom prescribed | thickening, the remaining four-fifths of the 
stimulating lotions and unguents, without | old nail will be extremely serviceable in sup- 


benefit, his applying to me in August, | porting the extremity, and preserving the 
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natural displaced by the 
new, tediously-progressing formation. 


Case 2.—Mrs. W——, an elderly female, 
applied to me, in June, on account of a 
swelling which had gradually appeared, 
without evident cause, in the week previous, 
around the root of the nail on the second 
finger of the left hand. It had very much 
the character of a severe pinch, followed by 
extravasation of coagulum, excepting that 
it was hard, and attended with increasing 
uneasiness or pain. ‘he whole finger was 
much , and occasional throbbing ex- 
tended from the part to the hand and arm. 
On freely dividing the swelling across with 
a scalpel, very little discharge followed, but 
what did escape was of an offensive, sanqui- 
nolent nature. After cauterizing the wound 
with nitrate of silver, I requested that a 
warm linseed poultice might be applied, 
thrice in 24 hours, with the arm in a sling. 
Each other morning for ten days I repeated 
the cauterization, which was only attended 
with the usual momentary suffering, when I 
discovered with a probe the arch of the 
nail’s root, and determined, as I had on pre- 
vious occasions successfully done, to re- 
move the irritating triangular portions of 
the nail, which always are buried deeply in 
the integument, even after the centre of the 
concavity isexposed. This was accomplish- 
ed without difficulty, and my patient ex- 
pee her astonishment at the trifling pain 

t had occasioned. After their separation 
narrow adhesive straps were very tightly 

lied around the ulveration and the finger, 
(notwithstanding a considerable brown, 
mucous-like discharge at first cozed,) and 
allowed to remain on four davs, at which 
time the wound had partly healed. A tight 
re-application of plaster was sufficient to 
effect the cure, and apparently the whole of 
the old nail remained, until naturally cast 
off by its successor, two months after the 
disease had disappeared. 


CURVATURE OF THE SPINE. 


To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 


Sir :—I take the liberty, in consequence 
of the publication of the case treated by Dr. 
Harrison, in a late number of Tue Lancer, 
of addressing a few further lines to you 
respecting the treatment of lateral spinal dis- 
tortion ; I hope the inefficiency of the ordi- 
nary means pursued for the relief of that 
very distressing and prevalent complaint 
may be a sufficient apology for this step. 
The pathological views of this disease which 
I have ventured to adopt, are contained in 
Tue Lancer of the 16th instant. They are, 
in a great measure, founded on the same 


MR. HARRISON ON SPINAL CURVATURE. 


son, recognising a morbid extensibility of 
the ligaments, depending on general debility, 
and want of muscular tonicity. Ido not, 
however, conceive that there is any actual 
sliding of the bodies of the vertebrae upon 
each other, but merely an unnatural separa- 
tion, admitting of a degree of obliquity in 
their relative position. In the widest sense 
of the word, this may certainly be regarded 
as a dislocation of the vertebrae. One of 
the main features in Dr. Harrison's plan of 
treatment is that of the replacement, or 
reduction, of this malposition, the beneficial 
effects of which, when it can be safely 
accomplished, must be evident to every 
educated practitioner. In order to effect 
this object, Dr. H. makes use of extension, 
and suitable pressure, means being adopted, 
when the parts are restored to their natural 
position, to retain them in situ, whilst the 
constitution is strengthened by the exhibi- 
tion of appropriate remedies. The recum- 
bent posture is, of course, enjoined, to pre- 
serve the parts in a proper state of tranquil- 
lity until the adjacent structures have 
regained their tone and influence. But it 
appears to me, that in many cases of spinal 
distortion, the vertebra must become much 
changed in figure, the undue pressure which 
they exercise on each other giving rise to 
absorption, in the same manner as that in 
which new sockets are formed for the heads 
of bones in cases of unredaced dislocations. 
This adaptation of bones to the pressure of 
surrounding parts is, indeed, a perfectly 
healthy action, resulting from the natural 
process of absorption and deposition which 
is constantly going forward in the animal 
economy,—a wise provision of nature to 
relieve the inconvenience which would 
otherwise ensue. The same objections, 
therefore, appear to operate against the 
restoration of the distorted spine, which 
prevent our attempting the redaction of old 
dislocations, namely, that the parts origi- 
nally suited for juxta-position no longer 
correspond. I have seen vertebra, the 
bodies of which presented an appearance 
resembling the key-stone of an arch, the 
apex being on one side and the base on the 
other. Omitting the cases of scrofalous 
caries of the spine, and those of simple dis- 
placement, attended with a changé in the 
configuration of the vertebra, as being unfit 
for mechanical interference, what would be 
the proportion of cases in which it might be 
resorted to with safety? IT have the honour 
to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 


James Bower Haraison, 
Manchester, Oct. 24, 1836. 


opinions as those eutertained by Dr. Harri- 
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ALBUMINOUS URINE. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sie :—Illustrations of new or important 


MR. ILIFF AND MR. TEEVAN ON ALBUMINOUS URINE. 


nevertheless, unwilling to attach to it so 
much impor.ance as I should to purulent 
expectoration. 

Again, as regards our pathological deduc- 
tions : admitting coagulable urine to 


facts in pathology cannot fail to prove of | the existence of organic lesion of the kidney, 


general interest, and the opinions of M. Desir 
on“Albuminous Urine as a Sign of Disease,” 


as detailed in your Number forSept. 24th, ap- 
pear to me well deserving attention, for the 
subject is one of considerable interest. One 
of our highest authorities (Dr. Bright) views 
coagulable urine, in reference to the condi- 
tion of the kidney, with the same anxiety as 
he does purulent expectoration in reference 
to the lung, and considers the one equally 
indicative of organic mischief as the other. 
On this head I confess, at present, I ought 
not to venture an opinion ; but should I do 
so, it would be to follow M. Desir, and say, 
«“ When the arine is albuminous, there will 
always be found an organic or functional 
lesion of the urinary apparatus.” 

Having had several cases of organic and 
functional disturbance of the urinary appa- 
ratus lately under my care, I have been led 
to pay some attention to the subject. In 
one case, where the urine was invariably 
albuminous, the kidneys were found to be 
enormously enlarged, aud, as my friend Mr. 
King has observed, “ the entire mass seem- 
ed to be made up of simple spherical cysts, 
varying in size between the dimensions of a 
walnut, and those of a sand-grain, &c.” The 
right kidney weighed 2 Ib. 12 oz., avoirdu- 
poise, and is preserved in the museum of 
Guy's Mospital. In this case there was, 
throughout, no pain at all; but in another 
case, where the suffering of the young lady 
was considerable, from disturbance of the 
whole of the urinary apparatus, the urive 
contained albumen at one time; no traces 
of it have existed latterly, and although this 
case was considered by the first authorities 
to be one of organic disease, yet, as her re- 
covery has almost taken place, I am dis- 
posed to trust that only functional disturb- 
ance has existed, and that the coagulable 
urine may be attributed to that circum- 
stance only. 

That circumstances do occur, where albu- 
men is only occasionally detected, is borne 
out by the fact stated by Dr. Bright in No. 
2 of “Guy’s Hospital Reports,” for he 
alludes to this circumstance as having been 
noticed both by himself and Dr. Addison ; 
also by the remarks in M. Desir’s “ Thesis,” 
—In a healthy person the urine may acci- 
dentally be albuminons for twenty-four hours 
together, towards the termination of an ex- 
citement of the urinary passages; and no 
case oceurred in the 100 cases related by 
Dr. Bright as having had albuminous urine 
where some disease did not exist in other 
organs save the kidney. Therefore, although 
I am disposed to look with considerable 


it appears, from the 100 cases related by 
Dr. Bright, that some obscurity exists as 
to the actual condition of that organ, for we 
find “ kidney, hard, soft, large, small, &c.,” 
and it is at present a doubtful point as to 
whether these conditions are mere modifica- 
tions of one and the same change. The sub- 
ject is, however, as I before observed, of 
deep moment, and I hope that it will be 
followed up witl the interest which it de- 
serves. Yours, &c. 
W. T. Iier, 


Newington, Oct. 14, 1836. 


ALBUMINOUS URINE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sir:—Since the publication of Dr. Bright's 
work on Albuminous Urine as a Symptom of 
Renal Disease, the members of the medical 
profession have appeared to be doubtful re- 
garding the extent to which the sentiments 
promulgated by that physician should be 
accredited. My attention has been called 
to this subject in consequence of a report 
which appeared in a recent number of your 
interesting and independent journal, of a 
discussion which occurred at the last meet- 
ing of the members of the Westminster 
Medical Society, on albuminous urine, I 
feel disposed to agree with Messrs. Green- 
wood and Johnson, who were the principal 
speakers on that occasion, in thinking that 
albuminous urine is frequently symptomatic 
of functional disturbance of the system, and 
should not be considered as depending on 
organic disease of the kidney, unless when 
of long continuance, and in conjunction 
with other well-marked symptoms. The 
opinions, however, of these gentlemen can 
only be considered as conjectural, remain- 
ing unsupported as they are by any well- 
known aud authenticdted facts. That the 
opinion of Dr. Bright relative to albuminous 
urine being an infallible criterion of renal 
disease is untenable, may, I imagine, be 
satisfactorily determined by referring to the 
albuminous urine secreted by children 
labouring under common catarrhal affec- 
tions,—a circumstance which, so far as I am 
acquainted, is unaffirmed by any hitherto- 
published statement of this fact. Albumi- 
nous urine is most frequently met with 
during the first two or three days of catarrhal 
or inflammatory affection in children, other- 
wise most healthy, an occurrence owing to 
some temporary functional disturbance, and 
this appears to be confirmatory of the senti- 
ments promulgated by Dr. Wells, (Trans. of 


caution on this condition of urine, I am, 


a Society for the Improvement of Med. and 
Surg. Knowledge, vol. iii. p. 167, et seq.) 
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‘urine comnect- 


with too great action im some part of the 
tem. Tam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Trevis, M.R.C.S.L, 
23, Bryanston-square, Oct. 31., 1836. 


INSTANCES OF 
BLIGHTED FCETUSES. 


é To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sium:—The attention of the profession 
having been directed to blighted twins, by 
some receat letters in your valuable and 
widely-circulating journal, f hasten to send 
you the following cases :-— 

On the 26th of Feb. last, I was called to 
Jane F-—, a single woman, who was re- 

te be in labour. Upon examination 
found the os uteri dilated, the presentation 
natural, and, as the pains were urgent, she 
was soon delivered of a female living child 
of an average size. On placing my hand 
upon theabdomen, my invariable habit after 
delivery, I,found that the uterus contained 
a second foetas, which, as the pains con- 
tinued strong, and the presentation was 
» very quickly followed the first-born, 
batwath its membranes unbroken. Opening 
these I discovered a dead female, smaller 
than the first, having, as I considered, died 
in about the seventh month of utero-gestation, 
shrivelied, and) of a leaden colour, but with. 
out theslightest trace of putrefaction; the 
fenis was much longer, harder, and smaller 
iw ciroumferesi¢e than usual, The placenta 
easily followed, it was uniform, and large, 
the cords arising from separate 
bases; aid at some distance from each other, 
This patient, who was pregnant for the first 
time, had been attended for some internal 
complaint befere [saw her professionally ; 
she had concealed. her situation, and her 
mother was mucb surprised and mortified 
when I made it known. 

Iremember attending another case, in 1819, 
but, at this distance of time, I must be con- 
tent to copy it from my midwifery case-book : 
— April 16, 1819, Mrs. Wm, D. Behind the 
Roman Catholic Chapel, }-past 7,P.m. Twin 
females, first pregnancy, one appeared to 
have been dead about four months, and came 
away with the placenta.” I trust the fol- 
lowing case will be found interesting, and 
worthy of publication :— 

About Oct. 15, 1832, Mrs. John F——, 
whom I had attended in several labours, 
received a violentmental shock, while work- 
ing im the fields, in consequence of being 
told, without preparation, of the sudden and 
unexpecteddeath of hernext-door neighbour, 
1 believe she fainted, but I did not then see 
her. She believed herself to be pregnant, 
havirig quickened more than a fortnight be- 
fore. . From this time the bosom, abdo- 

ally subsided, she ceased to feel 
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19th of Jantiary, 1833, I was suddenly sum- 
moned to assistauce, found her in 
labour, a {cetus was quickly expelled, with 
its membranes unbroken, and its placenta 
attached to them; a second feetus followed, 
under the same circumstances, and when | 
ned their mensbranes, they tofbe 
dead and shrivelled, but not at all putridbor 
offensive. Here it will be perceived that 
the foetuses were retained ia the uterus 95 
days after vitality appears to have ceased. - 
I would illustrate this subject. further; 
but will only observe, now [am upon ‘the 
subject of twins, that of 167 Lcases»whiclk 
have happened in my own practice, 47 have 
been twin cases. Of these, six were first 
cases of pregnancy, and four of them. oc- 
curred in 1833, the number of births in that 
year having been 106. 1 remain, Sir, -your 
obedient servant, 
Georce Yeates Huster. . 
Margate, Nov. 7th, 1836. 


LISFRANC ON ANEURYSMS. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 

Sir :—Having read very attentively the 
exceedingly interesting case of aneurysm of 
the arteria innominata, &c., lately operated 
upon by Mr. Fearn, of Derby, as well as 
the remarks which appeared upon that case 
in your journal of Oct. 29, T'was led to réfer 
to a book which T had réad not long since, 
viz., “ Lisfrane on Aneurysms?" 

After describing other modes of Feeite 
in aneurysms, he mentions that vf 
which he divides, first, inte eases 
in which no arterial branch ‘arises between 
the ligature and the sac ;” secoudly, “when 
one or more branches do take their origin 
between the ligature and the sac.” In 
giving the results of the different operations, 
he states, that five cases healed by the first - 
mentioned method have occurred, three of 
which were successful, the other two not so. 
The artery practised upon was the common 
carotid. ‘The operators were Wardrep, 
Lambert, Bush, and Montgomery. In the 
cases treated by the second method, which 
were ten in number, nine are deseribed as. 
having been unsuccessful, one as suceessful. 
The aneurysms were of the arteria inmnomi- 
nata, the external iliac, the-subclaviah, and 
the femoral arteries, the Operators “béing 
Mott, Key, Evans, Wardrop, James, Wliite, 
A. Cooper, Dupuytren, and Ss 

After the accurate descriptions ofthe dif- 
ferences between the operations of Munter, - 
Brasdor, and Wardrop, which appeared 
your last week’s journal, no ferther rémarks’ 
are required from me. The atiowe stite- 
ments show what has been frequently re- 
peated, namely, that the Frenchy ‘know 
nothing of what is doing by the medical 
profession in England. 1 am, Sir, your obe- 


the ehild, and began to fancy that her notion 
of pregnancy was erroneous; but on the 


dient ant, 
Loudon, Nov. 2, 1836. 
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LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
Monday, Oct. 17; 1836. 

Dr. Wurrixe, President. 


HAHNEMANNISN. 


A very mumerous meeting assembled this 
evening for tle adjourned debate on Hahne- 


mannism. 


Dr. CLeTrereuck rose to end the discus- 
sion-en what he censidered to be an unwor- 
thy subject, the practice of Hahnemanuism 
being contrary tv all reason, though Reason, 


however, was’ not employed by Hahue- 
mannists in judging of disease. The sys- 
tem, they said, only allowed them to depend 
on facts, though he could not conceive that 
the circamstances mentioned by them ought 
to pass as facts; he did not think them suili- 
ciently supported. Nevertheless, the sub- 
ject was vitally important, as it struck at the 
very root of medical science and human life. 
He thought there was something shocking 
in an old andrespected member of the so- 
ciety speaking of “ lancets, in future, rusting 
in their cases,” when life was so frequently 
saved by their use. He hoped the Society 
would pass a resolution of condemnation on 
thy. - If they continued to discuss 
it, the public would consider that they 
thought something of it. 
Dr. J. Jounsoy took the opportunity of 
saying, that the “silly article” copied into 
one of the newspapers last week was not 
the article which, he was said to have con- 
fessed tohave written, and was not alluded to 
by him in the Society, but another on “ Inii- 
nitessimal Dispensaries.” With the former 
he penet to disclaim having had any thiag 
to do, ? 
Dr. GeorGe Ress thought that a theory so 
wild as that of Hahnemann should be wholly 
discountenanced by the society. Had some 
persons brought it before them, they would 
have been charged with seeking a temporary 
popularity ; but this could not be suspected 
of Dr. Uwins and Mr. Kingdon, who were 
well known and esteemed ; but he hoped 
that what these geatlemen had said on the 
subject might be placed on record, in order 
that in after-times they wight look back on 
what he thought they would then consider 
tobe afolly.. He asked those gentlemen, 
Did they-advecate the use of the minute doses 
of medicine mentioned in last week’s Lancer? 
Mr. Kixepoy replied to this question, but 
a3 we publish in the present Lancer the 
r which he read to the Society, we 
in from. occupying space with his ex- 
position on this occasion. He added, that 


if gentlemen dowbted on the point, they 
ought, at least, to try the medicines, as he 
had dene, notincautiously, but step by step, 
watching the patients carefully, and seeing, 
at least, that the medicines did no harm. 

Mr. Dexpy thought that no one should 


ridicule. 
had merely uttered tirades against the sys- 
tem, not advancing a single argument against 
it. Malibran had been said to have fallena 


au 
| He had tried the icines in inatiintion 
to which he belonged, an t vem fi 
| in many instances; but io a child, who 
suflered from diarrhoea and dysentery fi 
four or five weeks, and who had takenchalk- 
inixture, the blue pill, logwood, and almost 
all the other astringent medicines, without 
any benefit, who was afterwards brought to 
the institution, had its diet vhanged, and 
treated in the ordinary way for another week, 
still without benetit, he them the 
chamamilla, by placing one globule on the 
tongue, and giving another to the mother to 
be administered the next day. On the evens 
ing after the second dose, the symptoms 
were much aggravated. On the following 
day, however, the diarrhcea had nearly 
ceased, and on the fourth day the child was 
well. He should contivae the homaeopathic 
treatment in all cases which would allow itg 
employmeat with safety. With regard to 
the “ similia-similibus-curantor” principle, 
did not vaccination prodace one pock to 
cure another; and when mercury was used 
for the cure of syphilis, was it not dificult 
to know when to leave it off, from the symp- 
toms it produced being so like those of sy- 
philis? Coffee was said to prevent sleep, not 
to produce it, but opium, in 
kept people awake. 
Mr. Ciirron objected to the principles of 
the system, without reference to the practice. 
of particular individuals. He considered 
that, like animal magnetism, homeeopathy 
owed its success to a spirit of enthusiasm ia 
practitioners and patients. He objected to 
itas shutting up all the avenues to medical 
science, for the homocopathists said that it 
was “the result of experience, and, there- 
fore, reasoning on its operations went for 
nothing.” As it undertook to-tind speciécs 
for all diseases, it was empirical; ithad 
a disposition to vilify men who practised 
according to the received laws of medicine. 
What could be thought of the assertion that 
conium so increased the power of smelling 
as to enable the nose to detect lavender-water 
in a bottle which was nearly hermetically 
sealed ; or the assertion that it was not the 
medicine that did good, but the rubbing of 
it? He entered his protest against the sys- 
tem. 
Mr. Heaptanp had never before seen a 
disposition in that Society to ridicule and 
throw out a subject introduced by any of its 
members. He was willing to mect arga- 
ment with argument, but not ridicule with 
Dr. Clutterbuck and Dr. Rees 


victim to homeeopathy, yet one anti-homes- 
opathist said that she died of delirium tre~ 
mens, and another of inflammation of the 
lungs. It was of no use arguing from fer 


ridicule tried it. 


the system before he had 


case, for it might be discovered by-and-hy. 
that she died from neither, - did not ade. 
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yoeate homecopathy, but he did say, that 
if medical men would pay attention to Hah- 

nemannic doses, they would find the practice 

of them of great use on certain occasions in 

which they found allopathic doses of no 

avail. He contended that the public would 

believe in the cures by homoeopathists, and 

he thought that the Society should investi- 

gate the subject, and make their decision 
public. 

Mr. Crisp said, it had been mentioned 
that the opponents of the system should try 
the plan before condemning it, but he should 
not feel justified in making such atrial. It 
had been fully tried in a Parisian hospital, 
by Andral, and pronounced by him to be 
useless. He (Mr. C.) regarded the system 
as little less than one of quackery. 

Dr. Leonarp Srewart thought the sub- 
ject should be discussed. He admired the 
straight-forward manner in which Mr. King- 
don had presented his paper to the Society. 
He (Dr. 8.) had, however, objections to 
raise again.t Mr. Kingdon’s, as well as all 
other Hahnemannic cases; they were picked 
cases; therefore they showed the relative, 
not the absolute, effects of remedies. He 
thought that all homveopthamised patients 
were cured by nature, and not by the medi- 
cines employed. 

Dr. J. Jounson said it was rather remark- 
able that homecopathy flourished only in 
private practice—in the dark—not in hospi- 
tals. It had met with a most impartial trial 
in the St. Petersburg Hospital, and was 
found wanting, and was discarded. The 
very sight of a doctor who was employed or 
sent by “ My lord duke” to some patients, 
would be a sufficient cure for them. During 
the time of the cholera, he (Dr, J.) was 
ealled to a case which had been under a 
homeeo, athist; the patient, a lady in Wim- 
pole-street, had been getting worse for forty- 
eight hours, when he (Dr. J.) was sent for, 
aud gave the usual remedies, and in twenty- 
four hours the patient was well. The lady 
did not say that he had been there, and the 
homeeopathists now claimed this case as an 
illustration of their own success—absolutely 
making a boast of it. The system, in short, 
was “all humbug.” 

Mr. Kincpoy said that he never proceeded 
farther with his experiments than he could 
go with perfect safety to the patients. He 
did not even wish to supersede the present 
practice, but to add, if possible, to its re- 
sources in cases where medical men were 
puzzled what todo. It was well to have a 
means of resort which could do no harm, 
and which there was some authority for 
thinking was useful. Such, perhaps, was 
Hahnemanvism. Some of his cases had 


been “ picked” ones; so he acknowledged 
at the time, but the five cases of scar!atina, 
a disease which was not frequently under 

is notice,) were not picked ones. He should 
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with his invectigntiqns~net in the practice 
of homoeopathy, but in a trial of the Hahne- 
mannic. 

Dr. Uwrns felt convinced that Hahne- 
mannism would eventually overcome all op- 
position. It had been objected to him that 
he had said that medicines should be pre- 
pared in “a particular way,” and he con- 
tended that the mode of preparation had 
much to do with their effects. For instance, 
he had ordered a 240th-grain of assafoetida 
for a dose. Half a grain having been rubbed 
down with sugar, and then divided, the 
chemist said that the 240th part thus pre- 
pared smelt stronger than the half of a grain. 
Since practising these small doses, he had 
felt like Bunyan’s pilgrim, when he saw the 
cross, and was “relieved from his burden,” 
He could enumerate thousands of instances 
of their good effects, With regard to the 
case of tic douloureux, mentioned last week, 
the patient had a slight return of the attack, 
but he expected to entirely dispel it, 

The Presipent had not heard one fact 
which could not be accounted for on other 
than homeeopathic doctrines. He did not 
believe in the system. Had any member 
seen a case of peritonitis, or one of pleuritis, 
or one of pneumonia, cured by infinitessimal 
doses of aconite? 

No answer was given to this question. 

A strong resolution was then proposed by 
Dr. Ciurrersuck, and seconded by Dr. J. 
Jounson, condemnatory of the Hahnemannic 
doctrines and practice ; but, after some dis- 
cussion, it was thought better for all parties 
that the Society should adjourn, with the 
understanding that the subject was not to 
be brought forward at the next meeting. 


October 31, 1836. 
Dr. Wurtine, President. 


DELIRIUM TREMENS. 
This subject occupied the chief discussion 
to-night. 

Dr. Ciurrersuck considered delirium 
tremens to be merely asymptom of disor- 
dered brain. The symptoms of brain aifec- 
tions, he said, were almost innumerable, 
arising, probably, from the brain consisting 
of a variety of organs, each differing in 
structure and function. There were scarcely 
two cases of brain affection alike; the 
pathological symptems, however, were very 
few, and those generally, almost always in- 
dicated that inflammation, or its conse- 
quences, existed, The excitementof vascular 
action, by alcohol, did not necessarily pre- 
duce inflammation, but if carried too far, 
inflammation occurred as a secondary step. 
Delirium tremens was the result either of 
temporary vascular excitement, or a conse- 
quence of this slow inflammation acting on 
the brain, and, so far as his experience had 


still proceed in the most cauticus mapyer 


gone, was generally best relieved by small 


fo 


|| 
wh 
sol 
the 
cas 
wit 
anc 
wa: 
anc 
the 
irri 
full 
| bett 
saff 
beer 
was 
of b 
was 
flam 
was 
disti 
sym) 
The 
in va 
prese 
struc 


DELIRIUM TREMENS, 


and antiphlogistic treatment, 
according to the modification of the disease. 
There were some cases in which the strength 
was so much reduced, that blood-letting 
eould not be resorted to, but in these, leeches 
and cold water to the head, with aperients, 
might be used. Opium he had seen occa- 
sionally do good, but in certain instances in 
which he had tried it with stimulants, he had 
returned to the antiphlogistic treatment. 
There was, however, no general rule to be 
laid down, for we found, by experience, that 
some cases were best treated by stimulants ; 
this was no proof that inflammation had not 
been present. He considered the opinion 
that delirium tremens was a state opposed 
to inflammation was not borne out by expe- 
rience ; the state of the system, the fever, the 
furred tongue, the hot skin, and the suffused 
eye, all denoted the presence of inflamma- 
tion in some part. 

Mr. Honeywoop, fifteen months ago, had 
been called to a patient who had laboured 
under a peculiar state of brain for a long 
time, being subject to erroneous impressions, 
not amounting to insanity, and not the 
of drinking. The friends of the patient had 
tried to laugh him out of his mistakes, with- 
out effect. Small doses of Battley’s solution 
were given, and in three months he went 
about his usual business. He continued 
pretty well until about a month ago, when 
some of his erroneous impressions returned. 
This day fortnight he went to Ramsgate, and 
the symptoms returned. He had no recol- 
lection of being on board the steam-boat, and 
when he arrived at Ramsgate, he was per- 
fectly insensible, and knew no person. The 
former remedy was employed, and he soon 
got well. 

Mr. Roparts said, it was difficult to say 
whether inflammation was present or not, 
some persons considering all affections of 
the brain inflammatory. He remembered a 
case of inflammation of the brain, attended 
with great pain in the interior of the head, 
and high delirium ; the patient, a gentleman, 
was bled daily for four days, to syncope, 
and leeches were applied, without benefit ; 
the pain returned ‘with great restlessness and 
irritation of manner. On the fourth daya 
full dose of opium was given, and he got 
better from that time. 

Mr. Bryant had attended a man who was 
suffering from delirium tremens, who had 
been a confirmed spirit-drinker, and who 
was not in a state to allow the abstraction 
of blood. In three days he died. The brain 
was free from every pathological sign of in- 
flammation. He (Mr. B.) thought that there 
was a condition of brain which was totally 
distinct from inflammation, but in which the 
symptoms of delirium tremens were present. 
The nerves, they all knew, were disturbed 
in various ways, without inflammation being 
present, and why might not the brain, of a 
structure so similar, be affected in the same 


250 
way? There were not always marks of in- 
flammation of the brain in cases of delirium 
tremens. 

Dr. CLurrersuck said, that there might 
be excitement and disorder of the brain 
without inflammation, but when the brain 
was habitually excited by the same cause, 
inflammatis. arose, and effected changes in 
it, which, though not always observable, 
were suflicient to produce the symptoms of 
delirium tremens. 

Dr. Wuitixe could not come to the con- 
clusion that vascular irritation was the 
cause of all irritation. He thought that 
there might be nervousirritation without the 
vascular system participating in the dis- 
order. For instance, the brain might be ex- 
cited in an inconceivably short space of time 
by mental emotions. He thought, however, 
that the vascular system generally suffered, 
though not in the same degree, and, in some 
instances, to no appreciable extent, even 
when the nervous system was greatly irri- 
tated. The brain might be disturbed by 
plethora, not the result of previous inflam- 
mation, and where there was decreased in- 
stead of increased action; he conceived that 
in delirium tremens the capillaries were in 
the same state in the brain as they are inthe 
red nose and the eye of the habitual drun- 
kard, which, however, were not considered 
to be inflammatory. In some cases inflam- 
mation might come on in the brain as the 
consequence of this disordered state of the 
capillaries, and might prove highly dang r- 
ous. The practitioner was fearful of taking 
blood, remembering the former symptoms. 
He never remembered a fatal case of deli- 
rium tremens in which there was noteffasion. 
He had invariably founda large quantity of 
blood present on such occasions. 

Mr. Ciirton and Mr, Hooper said, that 
they had found the treatment by opiates the 
most effectual. 

Some conversation took place respecting 
the properties of opium, and its salis. The 
Prestpent considered that there was no de- 
cided evidence of opium acting as a stimu- 
lant. Its proper eifect was sedative, pro- 
ducing sleep. Respecting narcotine, he was 
quite sure that it was not a stimulant. He 
had tried various experiments with it, and 
he had found no appreciable effects produced 
on the system by its administration, 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
Saturday, October 29, 1836. 


Mr. Ricnarp Quvatn, President. 


Votes of thanks were passed to Drs. 
Appison and Jonnson, the late president 
and vice-president. After which a long 
conversation took place respecting the place 
of the Society’s meetings, some members 
professing to think that the — might be 
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consideredths ab-appendage (o the Huaterian 
School, feony its ‘meeting in the museum of | 
thatestablishment: Others considered, that 


as the Seciety had been most glad to have | jection. 


AUTOPSIESWOUND IN THE HAND. 
been tong on low diet; it -migut be a ques. 


tion, whether the stomach would have been 
so large if not injected with so fine an in- 
There were no indications of ‘the 


the use of'the present room ata time of great | stomach having been affected with rheuma- 


emergeucy, something at least was due to 
the rs for the manner in which the | 
Society had been obliged by them. The, 
subject was eventually referred to the com- | 
mittee, 

POST-MORTEM APPEARANCES. 


Dre. related a case, in which, | 
atter death, a peculiar appearance was ob- | 
served inthe stomach, and which he thought 
might sometimes provea source of fallacy in 
post-moriem examinations. He was called 
to see a female who was dying of apoplexy; 
he found a projecting tumour above the 

bes, which was ascertained to be the 

ladder distended with urine, which be- 
ing drawn off, the tumour disappeared. 
As it had been suspected by some persons 
that she was preguant, the body was injected 
with vermilion and size. The brain was 
found a complete puddle of effused blood— 
the heart was simply hypertrophied —the 
stomach was found large and pendulous, 
extending down nearly to the pubes; its 
parietes were found enormously thickened, 
in some parts to the extent of half-an-iach. 
Was this a morbid or artificial effect? There 
were no similar appearances in other parts. 
A. slip. of the stemach was removed, and 
placed ia hot water ; a quantity of injecting 
matter, which had been coatained in the 
areola, ofthe tissue between the 
tunics, oozed out, leaving the coats of their 
natusal, sige, and approximating each other ; 
the; aveolw in which the jnjection was con- 
tained were much enlarged; the internal 
coat of the) stomach was highly injected. 
There were no other signs of disease. 

Dr..A. T. THomson enguired if there were 
any sigus (of the stomach having been 
affected with rheumatism? He recollected 
a case in which there was metastasis of that 
disease to the stomach, in which pus was 
found between the tunics. 

Dr. J. Jowxson was inclined to think 
that some disease of the stomach had ex- 
isted in Dr. Addison’s case. He had at- 
tended a gentleman who poisoned himself 
with prussic acid, in whom the stomach 
was found immensely large and thick ; the 
body was not injected. This patient had 
laboured, under a species ,of bulimia, re- 
quiring twe.or three pounds of meat at a 
meal. He thought this fact, together with 
the great capacity and thickness of the 
stomach, a proof of disease, 

-Mr. Cosre.to, said, if hypertrophy bad 
existed in the first-named ease, the areola 
would have been decreased, not increased, 


in 
. AppIsoy said, that his petient had no 


tism. 

Mr. Quai had not seen a case inwhich 
the injection had passed between the tissues, 
though it frequently got into the cavity of 
the stomach. 


| WOUNDS OF ARTERIES ABOUT THE PALM Ob 


THE HAND, 


Mr. P. B, Lecas enquired what was the 
best mode of proceeding in cases like the 
following:—A stout man had run a spike 
into his hand and wounded the ulnar artery, 
just as it is about to form the palmar arch; 
the wound was tied up, and apparently 
healed; in the course of three weeks, how- 
ever, he presented himself at the hospital 
with an aneurysm, aboutas large asa walnut, 
in the palm of his hand; the parietes of the 
tumour were so thin that compression could 
—- applied, and it was considered ad- 
visable to cut into the aneurysm, and heal 
it as a wounded artery, by tying it above 
and below. This was done, but in three 
days secondary hemorrhage occurred, the 
ligature on the distal side having) given 
way, as he (Mr. L.) considered, in con- 
sequence of the man haviug suddenly ex- 
tended his hand. The difficulty of tinding 
the artery was so great from the eilusion of 
lymph, about it, that was; thought 
advisable to tie the ulnar and radial arteries, 
for the hemorrhage was not completely 
commanded, except when compression was 
made on both of them. Hemorrhage, how- 
ever, again came on at the seventh day. A 
compression and bandage were now applied 
over the wound, which suppurated and 
healed. Mr. Lisron, he believed, had been 
eventually obliged to tie the brachial artery 
in a similar case, 

Mr. S7xeerer believed that the reason 
why wounds of small arteries about the 
palm were so troublesome to heal, arose 
from the accompanying vein being generally 
wounded ; he thought the milder proceed- 
ing in such cases was the application of 
strong pressure, even to the production of 
inflammation and suppuration. 

Mr. considered torsion the best 
proceeding in wounds of these arteries. 

Mr. Perricrew, jun., had used torsion in 
a wound of the superficialis -vola, with 
success. 

It was stated previous to the adjournment 
of the Society, that Dr. Beatreaup Riorrrey 
would show * the fallacies of heticeopathy” 
at the next meeting, and that Mr, Biro 
would shortly bring before the society the 
subject of the state of the urine as am indi- 
cation of disease. i 

Complainis have been made of the late 
hour at which the Seciety is accustomed to 


physical cause for the enlargement ; she had 
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meet, it being .often halé-past eight before 
any members are The president 


preseut. 
ates that for the future the chair would be 
taken at eight precisely. 


Saturday, November 5th, 1836. 
‘Dr. President. 


HAHNEMANNISM. 


Dr. WiLLiAMs, the new president, delivered 
his inaugural address, in which he dwelt 
particularly on the usefalness of debating 
societies. He considered that nothing tende d 
more to the thorough investigation of sub- 

than their public discussion. He 
trusted that the good order and gentlemanly 
feeling which had ever characterised the 
members of this Society, would prevail 
during the present session. 

Dr. Boreavo Riorrrey then read a paper 
on Hahnemannism. He contended that the 
doctrine was a tissue of absurdities, offensive 
to common sense, and contrary to observa- 
tion, The theory of the German enthusiast 
was so wild and visionary, that it was sur- 
prising that it could attract any followers. 
What could be more ridiculous than to con- 
tend that all diseases depended on the itch? 
Yet that assertion, and others equally 
absurd, were advanced by Hahnemannists. 
Respecting the production of a disease 
before the curing of it, he (Dr. R.) could 
compare it to nething but the custom of a 
surgeon, who, having no patients, should 
get legs fractured for the purpose of setting 
them. The disciples of Hahnemaun had com- 
plained that no opportunity had heen given 
them of trying their practice in the public 
hospitals. ‘This test had, however, been 
afforded, and the doctrine found wanting. 
In 1832, a celebrated Hahnemannic doctor 
had a ward containing thirty patients, haif 
with chronic, and half with acute diseases, 
allotted to him in the hospital at Lyons, for 
the parpose of trying his practice. The 
medicines were administered in the prescnce 
of the pupils and the practitioners of the 
town. The medicine and dict were con- 
tinued for seventeen days, but no amend- 
ment took place in the diseases, and the 
Hahnemannic doctor withdrew, alleging 
that the failure of his medicines was owing 
to the deleterious vapour which a hospital 
always-contained. In this trial it was found 
necessary twice to depart from the plan 
pursued, the symptoms in a case of pneu- 
menia becoming so urgent as to require the 
immediate use of the lancet. In this in- 
stance, the Hahnemaunic doctor was blamed 
by hid bré¢hren for administering the medi- 
‘in public. M. Andral had allowed 
experiments to be made with the Hahne- 
mannic doses. The experiments were con- 
ducted with the greatest possible care. He 
first tried if the remedies would produce an 


EMANNISAE 


artificial disease, as 
given in all shapes and dosesto! mamy~ 
persons, but no fever was produced ; neither’ 
did aconite produce any 
tiov; nor did sulphur engender the itch. 
The experiments were carried on for twelve 
months, and the assertions of Hahnemann 
found not to be correct. It was next tried: 
whether Hahnemarnic globales of medicine 
effected cures ; globules of bark were given’ 
in ague, mercury in syphilis, but without 
effect. Andral reported that “ the home- 
opathic system was completely illusory.” 
The Habnemannists had altered their theory 
in some respects, and a new branch of the 
system was being practised in some parts, 
in which small portions of the matter of 
certain diseases were exhibited in globules, 
to effect a cure. Thus, a globule of 
syphiline cured syphilis, and a globule of 
deucorrhine was a remedy for leucorrhoca, 

Dr. A. T. Tuomson considered the theory 
and practice of Hahnemann to be 80 com- 
pletely visionary that they could only be 
combated with ridicule. They were too ab- 
surd to merit any thing like argument. He. 
was not surprised at the success of the sys- 
tem with the public, for, in religion, im poli- 
tics, and in medicine, the greater the absur- 
dity of the views advanced, the more popu- 
lar they became. In the days when metallie 
tractors were in vogae, all diseases were 
cured by them, bat now not one of these in- 
struments could be got, although, a few 
years ago, 20,000 of them at least were em- 
ployed. He thonght that when the lower 
and higher classes were better edacated, 
such absurdities would not be entertained, 

Mr. Costetro believed that the practisers 
of honceopathy weg influenced entirely by 
sordid motives. The profession was too 
crowded, and this was a means of attracting 
public attention. He remembered talking 
to Clot Bey on the subject, and that surgeon 
stated that a homeeopathist in Egypt had 
told him that his doctrine was like a reli- 
gious mystery; there was no reasoning in — 
it; it was beyond the reach of reason. 

Dr. Apptson considered that it was too 
sweeping to consider that the motives of all 
the practisers of homoeopathy were sordid. 
Some of the most eminent men had their 
weaknesses and prejudices. This might be 
the case respecting homoeopathy. The best 
way to consider the subject was, to look at 
the evidence for, and the evidence against, 
the system. The former, he thought, rested 
on the same basis as did thé metallic trac- 
tors, charms, and animal maguetism. The 
evidence produced by Andral against it was 
overwhelming. The chronie cases which 
the Hahnemannists professed to eure mast 
go for little, as many of them get well by 
time. They had also dwelt particalarly on 
fevers. He (Dr. A.) thought it was a great 
error to do too much in that class of dis- 
eases. They generally went ‘on well if 
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watched, and if the regimen of the patient 
was attendedto. When the patient had too 
uch medicine, it rather injured than bene- 
him. Sydenham had said that scarla- 
tina, if too much meddled with, was fatal, 
but not otherwise. This was a disease which 
the Hahnemannists professed to cure. He 
(Dr. A.) thought that this useful lesson was 
to be learned by the system, namely, that in 
many cases the less done the better. The 
practice of Hahnemannism was a mere delu- 


Mr. Verrait related a case in which a 
lady had been under Hahnemannic doctors 
for three or four years. They had kept her 
amused with their small doses during that 
period, when, coming under the allopathic 
treatment, she was made well in three weeks. 


PUS AND ANIMALCULES 
IN THE 
BLOOD AND OTHER SECRETIONS. 


We have been gratified by the perusal of 
a paper by Dr. Donné of Paris, which con- 
tains some very useful facts respecting the 
pus circulating in the blood, which, if we 
mistake not, will be found a memoir of 
great importance to the profession. The 
following appear to be the most interesting 
facts of the memoir. When we submit blood, 
recently drawn from a vein, to examination 
with the microscope, we find that the glo- 
bules, which have a precise and determined 
form, (well known to the faculty,) vary as 
regards their magnitude, according to the 
description of animal from which it is 
wn. Holding in remembrance this sim- 
le fact, it would seem that inspection with 
the eye will suffice to determine the presence 
of pus in blood, pus also being composed of 
globules, while in form and aspect its glo- 
bules are so different from those of blood, 
that it is impossible to confound them. The 
globules of pus are always larger than those 
of the blood, nor have they a central stone, 
(noyau), and instead of being surrounded by 
a well-defined margin, they are fringed, and 
slightly curved, and the centre presents 
small interwoven lines. Finally, they are 
not flattened, and when they circulate, they 
appear to be small spherical bodies. Are 
we not authorised to think that the blood, 
in certain severe cases of typhus fever, and 
also in certain cases of pernicious confluent 
small-pox, carries pus with it in the course 
of the cireulation. 

The same physician has addressed a 
letter to the Royal Academy of Sciences, at 
Paris, from which the following is an 
extract :— 

The pus secreted round a glaus penis 

ted with chancres, when viewed with 


M. DONNE ON PUS AND ANIMALCULES IN SECRETIONS. 


These animalcules do not differ in appear- 
ance from the vibrio lineola of Miiller, which 
may be readily detected in many infusions, 
The pus secreted in other parts of the body 
never presented any thing of a similar 
nature. Pus taken from a chancre con- § la: 
taining these animalcules, having been used § me 
for inoculation, produced a pustule, which § it 
was open and liquid, and which, having § gr 
been taken before it was submitted to the B fol 
action of the atmospherical air, was ex. — wh 
amined with the microscope, and found to — Sa 
contain an innumerable quantity of these 
animaleuli. Pus taken from a syphilitic § see 
bubo presented none of these animalculi, — 23, 
The same was observed with respect tof hou 
gonorrhoeal fluids, and secondary syphilitic wa’ 
ulcers, situated upon other parts of theff to | 
body. It was found that these animaleuliff dia 
did not exist in healthy mucus of the vagina, bed 
but when the mucous membrane of the§ ing, 
vagina was in a state of inflammation, these § and 
animalculi were found; and, in addition, 
particular animalculi, remarkable in size, had 
and of a peculiar form as regards the infusory J fron 
animaleuli, were also discovered. This § lenc 
animalcule is double the size of a globule of § tion 
pus; the body is round, and susceptible of § the | 
elongation, and is remarkable for assuming § but. 
different forms. It is supplied, at the in-§ it. 
ferior portion of the body, with a long horn,— men. 
or whip-form appendix, which it moves} who 
with great rapidity; it carries also over this § stan 
horn many fine hairs, and it is endowed §f asce: 
with a kind of rotary motion. The lowerff abou 
extremity is terminated by some appendices § with 
of an indeterminate form. These animalculi J conn 
appear to progress in the manner of leeches, § cons 
and fix themselves by the agency of an§j vesse 
apparatus which is similar to cupping § or th 
glasses, but they rarely detatch themselves; § uatil 
they combine in groups. According tof amin 
Mons, Dusarpin, to whom I submitted these ff to in 
animaleuli, they are unlike any of the§ cums 
infusory tribe hitherto known. They re-§ ture \ 
semble the monas from the horn, and the appoi 
tricodes from the fine hairs, but they differ} prom: 
from each by possessing both these organs, at the 
and, therefore, this animalcule may be ealled J ed th 
trico-monas vaginalis, MM. Cutrerrer,§ they 
Ricorp, Rovert, Micron, Greert, grasp 
pir, Aupovurn, and Mitne Epwarps, prono 
some other physicians to whom these ani-§ taken 
malculi were made known, were so kind asf tl. | 
to afford me numerous oecasions for further § purpo 
researches. The fluids in which these that t 
animaleuli reside are extremely acid ; this § bed, ¢ 
fact is the more remarkable, as the mucus § means 
of the vagina, in its norma) state, is always § swolle 
alkaline. It is also remarkable, that the § was e: 
vaginal mucus is acid when that organ is §f the ce! 
affected with inflammation, or during preg- fj bluish 
nancy. These facts corroborate the dis § at his 
coveries made by the writer in his researches § find if 
with respect to certain fluids influenced by § pistol- 
inflammation, The uterine mucus always ff be seer 
preserves its alkalinity.” off fro 


microscope displays living amimacules, 
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LETTER FROM MR. DYER. 


CORONER'S VERDICT 
WITHOUT BSSENTIAL MEDICAL EVIDENCE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet, 

Sir :—lI took the liberty of calling on you 
jast Monday, but as a domestic bereave- 
ment prevented your being seen, I thought 
it right, both on public and professional 
grounds, to furnish you, by letter, with the 
following account of a Coroner's Inquest 
which was held in this neighbourhood on 
Saturday last. 

On Thursday, Oct. 27th, I was called to 
see the body of T. Mason, a mechanic, aged 
23, and found that he had been dead some 
hours. He was lying with his face side- 
ways, ov the pillow; his mouth was close 
to the lower margin of the pillow, imme- 
diately below which a depression in the 
bed had formed an artificial basin, contain- 
ing, as nearly as I could judge, from a pint 
and a half to a quart of coagulated blood, 
extending from his mouth, which the blood 
had stained all around, as it evidently poured 
from it. I could discern no marks of vio- 
lence ; there was, however, slight tumefac- 
tion about the anterior part of the throat, in 
the neighbourhood of the thyroid cartilage, 
but ne external discolouration accompanied 
it. His hands were folded on his abdo- 
men, in a position natural enough to one 
who had died under the apparent circum- 
stances. Having examined thus far, and 
ascertained that he had been unwell during 
about a week, and was usually troubled 
with a slight cough, I informed the people 
connected with him, that he had died in 
consequence of the rupture of some large 
vessel, but where the vessel was situated, 
or the cause of the rupture, I could not say 
until the coroner ordered a post-mortem ex- 
amination to be instituted. I instructed them 
to inform the proper authorities of the cir- 
cumstance immediately, and took my depar- 
ture with little delay, being behind the time 
appointed for an operation at which I had 
promised to assist. On my return I called 
at the deceased’s residence, and was inform- 
ed that the women who laid him out, when 
they unclasped his hands, saw something 
grasped in one of them, which one of them 
pronounced to be a snufl-box, but when 
taken from him proved a very small pis- 
tol. I ascended to his apartment for the 
purpose of further examination, and found 
that the blood had been cleared from the 
bed, and washed from his lips, by which 
means I perceived that they were slightly 
swollen, and that a small quantity of blood 
was extravasated here and there underneath 
the cellular membrane, giving those parts a 
bluish appearance. I then carefully looked 
at his head and neck before and behind, to 
fad if any opening had been made by a 
pistol-bullet, but nothing of the kind was to 
be seen. A small piece of skin was rubbed 


of fram one or two of the fingers of the | the sudden death of the subject of t 
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hand which grasped the pistol. Of eo 
had nothing Be as to th 
cause of the man’s death. The fact of a 
discharged pistol being foand in his hang 
was no proof of his having shot hims 
Here the matter rested until the inquest 
was called, to which neither myself nor any 
other medical man was summoned. The 
jury under the direction of the coroner, re- 
turned a verdict to the effect, “That the 
deceased shot himself while labouring under 
a fit of temporary insanity ;” and on the 
next day I was startled on reading an ac- 
count of the affair in the newspapers, by 
the unparalleled effrontery of the statement 
“that, on examination, the ball was found 
lodged in the head!” 

I cannot help remarking, Sir, that had 
this case happened before any remuneration 
(chiefly from your great and valuable ex- 
ertions) was ordered to medical men for 
their sacrifice of time, and their evidence on 
these occasions, I should have received a 
summons, a day or two before the inquest, 
to attend the jury at a precise time, under 
dreadful penalties for absence, have been 
kept without scruple for two or three hours 
before my deposition was taken, questioned 
and cross-questioned by the jury in their 
anxiety to sift such a doubtful case, ordered 
to open the body to trace the passage of the 
bullet, or find if there was one ; and the jury 
would have been much commended by the 
coroner for the laudable zeal displayed te 
ascertain whether an Englishman had come 
to his death in a legal manner, But now 
the tables are turned ; the parish would be 
put to the expense of a guinea or two for 
medical evidence, and the coroner conse- 
quently suddenly discovers that it is not at 
all necessary to astertain how the death 
occurred, but merely considers that it is hig 
duty to decide that dissolution has taken 
place ; and our much-boasted institution, 
the coroner's inquest, becomes a dead-letter. 

Perhaps, Sir, you will excuse my draw- 
ing your attention to a report of Professor 
Thomson’s lecture on Medical Jurispru- 
dence, in last week’s Lancer? A medical 
man is there severely censured under the 
following circumstances :—The practitioner 
was called in on occasion of the sudden death 
of a young woman, Symptoms existed of 
her having taken a powerful acid ; he found 
a glass near her containing a few drops of 
strong acid; the gown of the deceased dig 
played marks of anacid having been dropped 
upon it, and a paper was found with the 
words “ Pois, oxal.” printed on it. The 
lecturer says, “ The fact of the acid being 
found in the glass, and the marks on the 
gown, were demonstrative only that an acid 


had been used by the deceased, but these 
facts afforded no satisfactory proof that the 
death of the woman was the result of swal- 
lowing the acid.” Upon the same prineiple, 

his letter, 


atid the fact of the pistd? being feitid in’ his 
hand, would afford nothing but presumptive 
evidence that he destroyed himself with that 
instrument ; and T imagine, Sir, that in cases 
of such importance, where demoustrative 
evidence can be obtained, those who are con- 
tented with presumptive evidence only, are 
highly culpable. The surgeon was severely 
censured in the one case for not performing 
a post-mortem examination, and it appears 
that the coroner equally deserves it in the 
other. 

I beg to apologise for taking up so much 


of your time by this long description, but J 
have thought it a duty te inform you of the 


any course which you may suggest on the 
occasion. If am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Tuomas Dyer, 


Upper Norton-street, Surgeon. 


Portland-place, Nov. 3, 1836. 


CORONER'S INQUEST 
WITH DEFICIENT EVIDENCE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—That every medical man ought to, 
and does, express feelings of gratitude to- 
wards you for your exertions in procuring 
the enactment of the Medical Witnesses 
Bill is pretty clear; but it appears that we 
have auother difficulty to contend with, of 
nearly as great a maguitude as the one just 
conquered, 

Last Monday I was called to a case of 
sudden death ; on arrival I saw blood on the 

irs, and fiager-marks of blood on the ( Qy. 


stairs, ‘ " 
MS.) On enteringthe bed-room I found Sirs. 
Miller (the wife of a boatswain) Iving on | 1 (having two orders) be entitled to receive 


the flour, her head being in a pool of blood ; | 
there was a mark of a blow on the right side | 
of the head, and a contused wound on the! 
chin ; half an hour prior to this she was in| 
her usual state of health; the jury was) 
summoned, and the coroner arrived on the i 
following day to pass judgmeut, but upon | 
what cvidence did they arrive at the 
verdict of “ Died by the visitation of Ged ?” | 


LETTER FROM MR. HANCORN.—LONDON UNIVERSITY. 


did ‘not, and ‘dv ‘not at this moment, know, 
that there was a blow on the head, or a con- 
tused wound on thechin, | 

The Cordnet’s’Oourt is justly considered 
one of very great importance, bat it will 
cease to be an awfal tribunal, even to the 
guilty, when such investigations are allow- 
ed to be dignified by the name of “ Coroner's 
Inquests.”” Such proceedings are fraught 
with dangerous consequences, inasmuch.as 
it is not every practitioner who can afford 
tine in endea\ouring to restore suspended 
animation, without recompense, and; many 
consequently, will refuse to go when called 
upon in cases of drowning, hanging, &é., 


circumstance, and shall be happy to adopt | uot but that the well-known hamanity of 


medical men will ever incite to exertion 
even those whose pecuniary position will 
not justify their following the dictates of 
their hearts. 

1 hope that ere long it will be rendered 
the imperative duty of the coroner to sum- 
mon the medical attendant in every case. 
I am aware that there are many instances 
wherein the circumstances attending the 
death are too palpable to render medical 
evidence requisite; but that would be a 
lesser evil than allowing examinations to be 
conducted after the fashion of this case. 

Perhaps, Sir, if you cau find reom io your 
valuable periodical for this you will be kind 
enough to answer two questions .— 

Our coroner, Mr. Hind, being in the habit 


jof sending his son to preside as coroner, 


should I be justified in accepting his 
son’s order? 

Having au order for evidence only, and 
then another order afterwards given for 
making a post-mortem examination, should 


three ov only tice guineas? | have the honour 
to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
J. R. Hasconrn, Surgeon, &c. 
Sheerness, Nov. 2, 1836. 
See page 280.—Ev. L.) 


MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. 


To the Editor.—Sir: I made the follow- 
ing extract a few months since, from the 


It appears that when Mrs. M. died there | « Appendix to the Report of the Medical 


was no person in the house excepting her 
landlady and child, and it was upon the} 
evidence of these two persons that the ver- | 
dict was returned. Here, then, is decidedly 
an ex purte investigation, as neither the! 
opinion of the neighbour who first arrived, | 
nor thy opinion, was deemed to be necessary. 
On a juryman’s request that the medical at- 
tendantsheuld be sent for, the proposal was 
overruled on the score of its “ occupying too | 
much time.” I do net mean to insinuate | 
that there was any foul play ; on the contrary, 
I aw convinced that such was not the case ; 
but suppose murder had been perpetrated 
id this instance, it is not véry probable that 
the two parties: befere alluded to would 
criminate themselves, Aguin, the jurymen 


schools, 


St. George's, 


Education Committee.” I think, perhaps 
its republication in your far-spreading jour- 
nal would, ina slight degree, serve to de- 


| onstrate the “ quality of the knowledge dis- 


pensed” at some of our principal medical 
There were examined ‘in three 
years, from 
Students. Rejected. 
St. Bartholomew's, 194 i7 
St. Thomas's, . 
32 
King’s College, . 13 lin & 
London University, 116 1 in 39 
You can verify this by reference to the 
report. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
London, Oct, 1836, F.T, U, 


Being 
lin dh 
12. 
linll. 
in 21. 
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THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


THE LANCET, 


London, Saturday, November 12, 1836. 


Tue institution of the Mepicas 
Association is'a new “ burst” in the field of 
medical reform, which mast be followed by 
the most brilliant and satisfactory conse- 
quetieces. From the disclosure of the scheme 
as it Was given in the speech of the chair- 
man at the public dinner, the Association is 
open to all ranks of qualiiied medical prac- 
titioners, surgeons and physicians, pures 
and. dubs,—all may become members, as 
well as surgeons in general practice ; but 
we collect from the evidence furnished by 
the same speech, that the council, or gorern- 
ing body, of the Association, is to be com- 
posed of general practitioners in medicine. 
A provision of this description is absolutely 
necessary, in order to, obviate the complete 
subversion of those fundamental principles 
ou Which the Association must be established, 
ifit be intended that it should be success- 
ful, In the provincial migratory society, 
the physicians, who have hitherto been great 
gainers by the existence of medical abuses, 
and the degradation of general practitioners, 
have, in the very infancy of the society, 
obtained, apparently, the entire control of 
the association, We do not charge them with 
hayjog usurpedany authority. They may ex- 
ereise their functions, legitimately, and with- 
out even the breach of professional etiquette ; 
but atill, we resolutely say, that it is not for 
thé interest of general practitioners that 
they should be placed under the guidance 
of physicians, however estimable they may 
be in the relations of private life, however 
exalted they may be in professional reputa- 
tion, ‘Very soon will it be seen whether 
there exist any jealousies between the 
geatry of our hospitals and the great body 
of the profession. There is no possibility of 
estimating what will be the number of the 
hospital physicians and surgeons who will 
become members of the Burtist Mrptcat 


Association, but we shall be much) déceived 
if two-thirds of them do not keep aloof from 
their professional brethren in this their new 
and promising enterprise. A thousand 
times have we stated that the power which 
the profession could actually exercise, if it 
were inan effective state of organisation, is 
very nearly, if not wholly, lost, from the dis 
union which is ever apparent in our ranks, 
There is no simultaneous movement in the 
great professional body on any trying or im- 
When the Medical Wit- 
nesses Bill was before the House of Com- 


portant occasion, 
mons in the last session of Parliament; not 
fifty petitions in favour of that measure 
were presented from medical practitioners. 
What is required, then, is a national asso- 
ciation; its place of meeting, London; with 
branch associations in the counties, repre- 
sentatives from which should act as ex-officio 
members of the Council at the annual aneet~ 
ings in the metropolis. The members of the 
Council would necessarily be elected by the 
general body of the members, and thus all 
the departments of the Association would 
work in complete harmony, andia feeling of 
confidence be inspired throughout the whote 
Association. 
We would indicate to the committee, that 
the work of organisation should be pro- 
ceeded with as rapidly as possible, . Not.aa 
hour ought to be lost, as measttres must be 
brought forward in Parliament early in the- 
coming session which will require every 
degree of support that can be afforded them, 
individually and collectively, by the mem- 
bers of the Association. It is not improbable 
that the Medical Committee, of which. Mr, 
Wanrevurtos was the chairman, will be re- 
appointed; and a committee has been pro- 
mised by the noble Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, for investigating the 
effects of the medical contracts in the new 
parochial Unions. The business of the first- 
mentioned committee relates to the whole 
question of medical. reform. That of the 
second, to an evil whieh is pressing with 
destructive force on the energies the medi: 
cal body throughout » whole of England 
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and Wales. With the prospect of business 
and bustle which is before the committee of 
the Association, we certainly represent the 
feelings of cur medical brethren when we 
express a hope that the laws of the Associa- 
tion will instantly be put into some tangible 
form, that a public meeting will be held for 
taking them into consideration, and that the 
Council will be appointed, and called upon 
to proceed forthwith in their laborious but 
interesting occupations. If the events of 
two or three weeks are allowed to elapse 
without contributing substantially towards 
effecting the permanent arrangements of the 
Association, very little advantage will be 
produced by the society in the next session 
of Parliament. There exists, it should be 
remembered, no inconsiderable share of ex- 
citement on the subject of the ill-usage to 
which surgeons in general practice have been 
consigned by the harsh measures of the 
Poor-Law Commissioners. Unless a strong 
case be made out for inquiry, no committee 
will be obtained, and unless innumerable 
grievances be proved to exist, the report of 
the Committee, when it is appointed, will 
be unfavourable to the profession. Adverse 
results of this description would only lead to 
a multiplication of our wrongs. 
ingly, we ought to shake off every tendency 
to lethargy of disposition—to be up and stir- 
ring—to combine as one man, and resolve 


Accord- 


upon acquiring those rights which we are 
entitled to exercise, under the sanction both 
of law and reason. In the success of the 
Britisu Mepicat Association we hope to be- 
hold a full concentration of the power and 
respectability of English practitioners of medi- 
cine. 


Ara time like the present, whenthe demon 
of quackery is permitted by a deludedcom- 
munity to occapy that position which can 
only be legitimately assumed by the Goddess 
of Health, the members of our profession 
who are devoted to medicine as a science, 
are imperatively required to assist in strip- 
ping off the mask of secrecy whenever it is 


THE MEDICAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE! 


put on by any portion of their brethren, and 
assist thereby in obtaining for the practice 
of medicine that respect and consideration 
to which it is so confessedly entitled. By 
the late proceedings at Manehester,—by the 
mystery in which the English medical prac- 
titioners who attended the late Madame 
Maurpran have permitted their proceedings 
to remain involved, every intelligent surgeon 
in this country feels that he is more or less 
scandalised, and that, from the same cause, 
a certain extent of odium is attached to the 
profession of which he isa member. Al- 
though no error of practice was imputed to 
Dr. Barpstey and his professional coadju- 
tors, those gentlemen have remained taci- 
turn, and seem to regard a request for 
information as an insult offered to their 
mighty dignity; but they ought to know 
that silence, under some circumstances, is 
exceedingly disgraceful, and that, under 
others, it may indicate no inconsiderable 
share of culpability of conduct. Dr. Barps- 
Ley, it should be recollected, was the first 
medical attendant of Madame De Bertor; 
he had it in his power, therefore, to explain 
to the profession and the public the nature 
of the earliest symptoms of her disease. He 
met, in consultation, Mr. WorTHINGTON and 
Mr. Heit, and was afterwards introduced 
professionally to Bettvomint, on thearrival 
of that foreign physician in Manchester. 
The position, therefore, which Dr. Barnstt\ 
and his two professional brethren oceupied, 
was the most favourable of any that could 
be offered to form a correct diagnosis in the 
case of the unfortunate Marprax. The 
sullen, the sulky silence which the Doctor 
has maintained throughout, appears to us to 
be wholly inexplicable. Ineffect, however, 
an exhibition of such conduct operates with 
singular prejudice against the character and 
utility of our profession. 

In a worthless medical print of last week 
it is asked, whether, “when Dr. Bardsley 
“was so unceremoniously discharged, his 
“ patient was not going on favourably ; in 
“ fact, whether she was not nearly, or alto 
“ gether, convalescent?” Subsequently it 
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LATTER HOURS OF MALIBRAN’S ILLNESS. 


is inquired, whether “ manual interference 
“was not had recourse to for the purpose of 
“ effecting premature delivery!” and then 
it is stated, that “these are questions of 
* interest to science, to which either M. 
“ Belluomini or Mr. Lewis will reply.” 

After the observations on Be.tvomint 
which have appeared in the same journal, 
after, also, the indirect laudation of Dr. 
Barvstey, the questions and remarks which 
have appeared in the worthless print just 
mentioned, evidently involve an infamous 
attack on the professional character of Mr. 
Lewis. 

In the last Lancer we published an ex- 
tract from a letter of a Manchester corre- 
spondent, in which it was stated that Mr. 
Lewis had acted throughout without any 
kind of concealment, and that he had given 
afull account of the circumstances to the 
writer, and to other professional persons. 
Searcely had that extract been sent to press, 
when we received a letter from Mr. Lewis 
himself, not intended, indeed, for publica- 
tion, but from which we are authorised to 
make such selections as will convey to the 
profession a knowledge of those events in 
the case which fell under the observation of 
Mr. Lewts, who, let it ever be remembered, 
was not consulted, and did not see the 
patient, until five days after the arrival of 
Dr. Bentvomint. 

The subject of homocopathy it is not our 
object to discuss. We are bound to state, 
that nine-tenths of the propagators of that 
doctrine, are a set of speculating quacks, 
and homeeopathy, notwithstanding the ano- 
malies and absurdities with which it abounds, 
embraces more of sound truth than its silly 
disciples have the capacity to understand. 
Although we are incapable of entertaining a 
favourable opinion of the abilities of Dr. 
Beitvomint, still that physician is entitled 
to be treated with a due regard to the de- 
mands of justice. He ought not to be put 
down by falsehood, or slandered by mis- 
representation. Now, it has been insinuated 
m the worthless periodical to which we 


Bentor was nearly “ convalescent” whet the 
foreign physician arrived in Manchester,—a 
statement which is known by every indi- 
vidual who saw Madame Dr Bertor at the 
Moseley Arms, at the time of the Doctor's 
arrival, to contain a falsehood. Indeed, it 
is well known to the conductors of that 
respectable hotel, that the patient gradually 
became worse from the time of her first 
attack, and the greatest alarm disturbed the 
minds of the female friends of the sufferer, 
because they were firmly impressed with a 
conviction, notwithstanding the protestations 
of Dr. Barpstey, that the condition of the 
patient was daily and hourly becoming more 


precarious, Briivomint, therefore, and this 


is an undisputable fact, of which it would 


be scandalous to withhold the publication, 
was called upon to attend a patient who had 
Deen regularly getting worse under the 
treatment, whatever it may have been, to 
which she was subjected by her previous 
medical advisers. Hence it was that the 
arrival of the foreigner produced such un- 
bounded joy in the mind of the patient, and 
led her to hope that he would become the 
instrument of rescuing her from her threat- 
ened dissolution. Betivomr took charge 
of the patient on Sunday, September 18th, 
and was the sole conductor of the medical 
treatment Thursday. 
Madame Ma herself believed that her 
medical attendant had treated her through- 
out for miscarriage,—and on one occasion 


until the following 


she exclaimed emphatically, “I have not 
“ one symptom of such athing. I have mis- 
“ carried before, and know the kind of pain 
“that I should feel if that were the case 
“now. They mistake my case entirely, and 
“ they will not beleive that I am really ill.” 
On the following Thursday Dr, BeLtvomint, 
M. De Bertor, and the whole of the attend- 
ants, became extremely alarmed, as the 
patient was by that time insensible. At 
length, at between eight and nine o’clock on 
the evening of that day, Mr. Lewis was 
sent for, and arrived at the Moseley Arms. 
Before he entered the chamber of the patient 


lave before referred, that Madame De 


he had some conversation in a private room 


with Dr. who pronounced the 
disease of the patient to be “ nervous fever,” 
but requested the opinion of Mr. Lewis ex- 
pressly on the subject of her pregnancy. 
Mr. Lewis remarks in his letter :— 
“Instead of finding a patient who was 
* capable of replying to my enquiries, as I 
“had anticipated, she had, to my great 
“astonishment, fallen into a state of com- 
* plete insensibility. The pulse was inter 
“ mitting, and there were present the other 
“ corresponding indications of approaching 
“dissolution, After making the necessary 
“investigations, I stated to Dr. BELLUOMINI 
* that it was my opinion that from the rapid 
“ progress which the fever had made, and 
**the circumstance that it was, as I con- 
“sidered, accompanied by inflammation of 
“*the peritoneum or viscera, the foetus most 
* probably was dead ; still if that event had 
“actually oecurred, it did not materially 
“ affect her disease, because no symptom had 
“appeared which indicated any effort of 
**nature to produce premature labour. Dr. 
* Bettvomtst did not agree with me in my 
“opinion relative to the existence of peri- 
*toneal inflammation. He stated that the 
continnal drawing-up of the knees towards 
“the abdomen arose entirely from habit; 
“bat 1 am enabled to say, that before the 
“ patient sank into a state of insensibility, a 
“considerable degree of tenderness was 
- manifested by her on pressure being made 
“ apon the abdomen. After carefully weigh- 
“ing all the circumstances, on this my first 
“ view of the patient, the painful task de- 
“volved upon me of expressing my candid 
“but decided opinion to M.de Berior, as 
“ well as to Dr. Bettvomint, that no hope 
“of recovery existed. Still, I observed, it 
“was our duty, while there was life, to re- 
« sort to any measures which afforded even 
“the smallest prospect of success. I then 
“directed equal portions of port-wine and 
“ fresh yeast to be administered, frequently, 
’ “in small quantities ; also from five to ten 
“ grains of camphor to be given every two 
‘€hours,—anodyne fotmentations to be ap- 
* plied to the abdomen,—injections of strong 


MR. LEWIS'S ATTENDANCE ON MALIBRAN. 


“chicken-broth to be used,—the feet to be ‘ 
“kept very warm,—and the hair to be cut “ 
« off, and cold vinegar and water applied to “ 
“the head. 1 then left, not expecting to be be 
| “called ta see the patient again, At about “ 
“twelve o'clock, (midnight), however, a 
“ messenger was sent by M. Dr Beater, re- « 
“questing my immediate retura. T went, % 
“and succeeded in prevailing on Dr. 
“tvowINt to take a few hours rest, whil: Wi 
“T remained at the bed-side of the patient. a 
“At this time I administered a draught 44 
‘composed of 
“ Carbonate of ammonia, 15 grains. “a 
* Tincture of opium (Battley’s sed.), 15 &o 
drops. 
“ Cinnamon-water, 1 ounce.” I 
“On visiting her again on Friday morn- tion 
“ing, no improvement was manifest, with Mr, 
“the exception of a momentary return of whi 
“ consciousness, when she made an attempt tw 
“to take a small portion of fluid from the me 
“hand of her distressed and anxious 
“band.* On the evening of the same day her, 
“ T was again summoned to attend instantly, sy 
“when Dr. stated that a fluid 
escaped from the uterus, but respect- 
“ ing its character I cannot speak, as it was 3 
“ allowed, incautiously, to be thrown away. 
“ The nurse, however, assured me that it Py 
“was nothing more than urine. Dr. Bet 
** LUoMINI then strongly urged me to extract Bead « 
“ the foetus, or touse means toexpel it. My tes a 
“reply was, that such measures were alto- 
“gether uncalled for; observing, at the @ di 
“ same time, that if he did not feel satisfied spose 
“ with the opinion which I had formed, | abas't 
“ would willingly meet any other practi nédic 
“tioner whom he might think proper 0M 4... 
“consult. A negative response was_ gives the’ p 
* Mr. Lewis, in one part of his letter, bears when | 
testimony to the peculiarly affectionate cou 0 
duct of M. De Bertor throughout the illness roundi 
of his wife, and states that Mrs. 
son, of the Moseley Arms, deacribed him throm» 
being a most tender and attentive husbané. ale 
“ Indeed,” says Mr. Lewts, “ it must be cot 
“ fessed by all who had the satisfaction reflects 
“ witnessing his amiable conduct, that th Clams 
was his character.” hi 
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“ by Dr. B. to tis proposal. Subsequently, 
“J understood that Dr. had 
“ thought proper, during my absence, to 
“administer. the seeale cornutam, which 


“ medicine had the effect of expelling the 
“ contents of the womb. The foetus proved 
“to be perfertly healthy, aud its appear- 


* auce produced an impression on the minds 
« of all);who saw it (except, probably, that 
“ of Dr, Bezavomint) that the patient was 
The unfor- 


patient. “ unaffected by her pregnancy. 

drangh: “tunate lady remained in a state of insen- 
“sibility, continued to become weaker, 

“and expired at bhalf-an-hour past eleven 

d.), 15 “o'clock on the same night, Friday.” 

Here, then, is a clear and candid exposi- 
we tion of the treatment which was adopted by 
wr, with Mr. Lewis on the three or four occasions on 
otud which he saw the patient during the last 
attempt twenty-seven hours of her life. 1 his gen- 
om the tleman evidently was not consulted until the 

1h. patient was actually expiring. He saw 
oni rr her, for the first time, at between eight and 
statis, nine o'clock on the Thursday night, and on 
ak fluid Friday, at half an hour past eleven, p.M., she 
ceased to exist. From the report which 

aepus Mr. Lewts has furnished of the condition of 
veer E” patient, it will be admilted, by every 
wy, ae experienced practitioner in the profession, 
e ee ® that the system of treatment which he 
Dr. Bu: adopted was judiciously chosen, and was the 
to extract best calculated to afford to the sinking ener- 
elit. M) gies of life the possibility of ther restoration 
were alt natural state. Mr. Lewis has not said 
zy at thee much in his letter, but our first corre- 


satisfied 


spondent has remarked, that Mr. L. refrained 


formed, I 


from forwarding any communication to the 


er pract 
proper & 
was gives 


medical press relative to the illness of Ma- 


dame Matipras, because he had only seen 


the patient during a few hours, and then 


when she was.dying, the patient having for 


etter, bears 

‘orate Me tuuwe been unconscious of all sur- 
the illness tounding objects. Certainly, the straight- 
Richa ® ferwarll course which has been pursued 


thronghout by Mr. Lewts is highly credit- 
able to his abilities and integrity, and 


reflects honour upen the profession which 
claims him fora member. If Dr. Barpstey 


DEFECTIVE CORONER'S INQUESTS. 


any longer retaiu in secrecy am account of 
the system of treatment which they adopted, 
and the opinions which (hey entertained, 
concerning the aature of the disease with 
which Madame De Beator was afilicted, 
we believe that conclusions will be formed 
which will be exceedingly unfavourable to 
their professional reputation. The medical 
treatmentlon the tenth, the fast, day of the 
illness is now submitted to the jadgment of 
the profession. What, we again ask, was 
done by the allopathists and the homeeopa- 
thists during the nine preceding days? The 
exposition which has been made by Mr. 
Lewts is calculated to dispel doubt, and 
transform conjecture into fact, and there is 
now an abundance of evidence to prove that 
the body eught not to have been consigned 
to the tomb without having been subjected 
to the ceremonial of a coroner's inquest. 


Two letters, selected from several others, 
are printed in another part of our journal 
(pages 263 and 264), the contents of which 
relate to the disgraceful mode of conducting 
the proceedings in some of our Coroners’ 
Courts. Before the new law was enacted, 
medical Witnesses were summoned toattend 
at nineteen out of every twenty inquests 

but now, because provision is made fer 
awarding to them a small remuneration for 
their trouble, the evidence of medical wit- 
nesses can, it appears, be dispensed with 
altogether, even in such cases as are referred 
to by our correspondents. This omission is, 
to besure, a very gross abuse anda svandal; 
but if jurymen think proper, on their oaths, 
to return verdicts on insuflicient testimony, 
or in cases where there is a total absence of 
evidence explanatory of the cause of death, 
there is no speedy remedy for such an evil 
but that of abolishing the Coroner’s Court. 
A more distant remedy is to be found im the 
progress of public opinion. It is not long 
that such a scaudal can be exhibited in one 


of one courts of justice, in the presence of a 
descerning community. If it can be shown 
that the coroner acts corruptly, he cap be 
removed from bis office by a process of law. 
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Last week we noticed a highly important 
surgical operation, which was commenced 
and completed in less than eight minutes. 
In the present number of Tue Lancer it will 
be seen, that the comparatively insignificant 
operation of attempting to make a new nose 
in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, occupied 
ABOUT TWO HOURS AND A HALF. The poor 
patient might have been wholly skinned by 
the cook of the hospital in half the time ! 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 


“ Dear Str Henry,—We are all much 
annoyed that Sir W. Kxicuton should have 
left this world without consulting you. He 
was almost entirely under the care of Doctor 
Turrer, as they call him now. Doctor T., 
as you know, was very intimate with Sir 
Wi.iaM, the two friends, when 
was in practice, helping each other to many 
good things. Doctor Turrer is supposed 
to know many of his secrets, and people 
have already begun to wonder if the de- 
ceased made any confessions. I can but hope 
that nothing escaped him about Windsor 
matters which will at all involve you. Per- 
haps you and he laboured together so long 
in that vineyard that he feared, by seeking 


your professional assistance, to associate the | 


two names. AnIGHTON was always remark- 
able for caution, His heart was enlarged; 
or, to use the modern fine name, hypertro- 
phied. Report says, that he has left a for- 
tune so enormous that the precise amount 
will not be announced. 
posed that large sums were given to certain 
persons before his death. He certainly had 
the means of making a great deal of money, 
and the good sense to spend none. : 
* You may have observed an account of 
a meeting about the hospital at Charing- 
cross, Which went the round of the news- 
papers. The unfortunate affair has much 
disgraced the profession, The Council of 
the Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields College have had 
thoughts of taking up the matter ; and som« 
persons think that, for decency’s sake, they 
must turn Mr. Howsuir, who is one of their 
body, to the right about, especially since 
he was only taken to their bosom in order 
to keep out Lawrence, with his Radical 
propensities. If they want an excuse to be 
quit of him, it is impossible to conceive a 
better, You might write to them on the 
subject. Yet what can be expected of the 
body which tolerated the presence of Sir 
Everarp Home after the destruction of the 
Hunterian manuseripts? The tangible point 
in the case is, however, that this Howsurp 
induced the Council to recognize the Hos- 
pital, onan assurance that the Hospital cou- 
i upwards of a hundred beds, while it 
$s on record that these were made up for 
the occasion, a third of the patients vanish- 


Indeed, it is sup- | 


AN OPERATION !—SIR W. KNIGHTON.—CH.-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


ing from the wards within a reasonable 
time of its inspection by the Council! Not 
that I find fault with the size of the Hos- 
pital ; but, according to PerrigRew’s account 
of the place, there never was such an insti- 
| tution heard of before. Poverty, adultera- 
ition, and drunkenness, appear to be the 
| several qualities of the surgical appliances, 
| the drugs, and the nurses and porters. Out. 
side, ‘a whited sepulchre,’—inside, ‘dead 
men’s bones and rottenness,—a _ charnel 
monument of The Brazen Certificate fraud, 
as a certain friend of the Council calls the 
machinery of British medical education, 
Believe me, Sir Henry, ever yours, 

London, Oct. 1836.” edt 

“Dear Dr. Turner.—To tell the truth, 
my dear friend, not a few of us who were 
connected with the Court of Grorce IV, 
are uneasy lest any thing should transpire 
on the departure of Sir Wiruiam. I do not 
object to his dying without professionally 
consulting me; I mightnot have saved him, 
and could not have helped being over- 
whelmed with aflliction in the sick chamber 
of a person with whom I had been associated 
in the most important events of my life. 
He was, indeed, a first-rate genius. No ordi- 
nary talents would suffice to gain complete 
sway over a monarch, Respecting one of 
your remarks, I cannot help saying that I 
always thought that his educating his son 
as au artist, and saying that he was too poor 
to afford another profession, was an ingenious 
device for good purposes, and not from ne- 
cessary economy. He could not have been 
in better hands than Doctor Turrer’s; 
but was it nota farce to put in the news- 
papers that Cuampers was present at the 
dissection, making it appear as if poor 
Cuamecrs could not do it himself! 

“ Were I in the way, I should certainly 
use my influence with the Council of the 
College of Surgeons to induce them to make 
a sacrifice of Doctor Gotpive’s Gin Parace 
to public decency. The example would be 
no loss to them in the way of selling di- 
plomas, for I believe that those spirit-vaults 
are without customers. There must, how- 
ever, bea fine field open there for researches 
into the character of delirium tremens. No 
wonder that when they wanted the handred 
patients for exhibition to the deputation 
trom the College, the inhabitants of the ad- 
joining workhouses were so ready to breathe 
the exhilirating atmosphere for a few days. 
Really it makes one’s blood ran chilly to 
see such a place advertised as ‘a School for 
Medical Students.’ T understand that Mr. 
Keate bas had some words with Mr. How- 
sip on the subject. The attempt to get rid 
of the inconvenience of Mr, Petrrerew and 
Dr. Sicmonp seems to have had a somewhat 
unanticipated effect the other way. For 
the present, adieu. 

* October, 1836,” 
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‘L. ETHER IN THE BRAIN, Xe. 271 
rn NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL | men present to blaze up rather more than al 
‘lt Not y piece oflint dipped in water, the experiment 
he Hos- POISONING BY LAUDANUM.—ETHER IN THE ae made with water also at the time. 

test.—Old adhesions in the left pleura; 
}effusion to a moderate extent in both : this 
dtltere. Witt New BuRY, aged 23, was brought | effusion was thought to smell slightly of 
be the to the hospital at 3, A.M., having, as was | ether; conzestion of both lungs; the peri- 
Mates supposed, taken two ounces of laudanum, | eardium contained some fluid, which was 
5 eee Three small phials which had contained |also thought to smell slightly of «ther 

, ‘dead laudanum were found upon him, He admit- | Heart healthy ; both cavities contained black 

hasreal ted that he had taken it, and resisted all | blood, and they were somewhat dilated. 


efforts to relieve him. The time at which it Abdomen.—The stomach contained a dirt 

was swallowed was not accurately known, | fluid, mixed with mucus : it smelt pone 
but it was supposed to have been about | of wther. There were several snctent-enke- 
eight o’clock onthe preceding evening. His | mosis near the pylorus ; the spots were of 
stomach had not been emptied, either spon-| a brightish-purple colour. At the termina- 


fe fraud, 
~alls the 
ucation, 


“TT.” 
taneously or by art. He had been seen by a | tion of the oesophagus, at the point of its 
e-truth medical man, who attempted, but unsuccess- | junction with the stomach, was a very dark 
i wale fully, to use the stomach-pump. He had | purple spot, quite distinct in colour from 
ace IV also taken large and repeated doses of the | the others, seeming, indeed, as if it had been 
ranspire sulphate of zinc, without vomiting. Brandy bruised ; no particular vascularity was found 
| do ‘not and water had been given, and also strong | in the rest of the stomach. The bowels were 
sionally coffee. When brought to the hospital, the | distended with flatus, as far as the termina- 
ed bin pupils were very much contracted, the face | tion of the transverse colon (arising from the 
” eves. was bloated, red, and rather livid; the pulse | artificial respiration), Pryer’s lands were 
Ahamber frequent and w eak, the skincold, the respir- | raised, thickened, white, and opaque, as if 
séclated ation shallow. There was a certain degree | made of coagulated albumen. The claudula 
iz - g 
my life of stupor, from which, however, he was | solitares also were raised, enlarged, and 
Ne seal, easily roused. He could readily answer | white, like the others. The small intestines 
sisted wi iderable | ined i man 
omplete and sisted ible containe d in many parts a yellow, glairy 
orce all attempts to use the stomach-pump. | matter, like coagulated alhumen, and not 


r one of 


that I There was no smell of laudanum. Hisarms | like feces. The layers of the me entery 


and legs having been fastened, the pump) were thick and spongy, and the mesentery 


Loo poor was introduced without difficulty, and the | was sqfer than usual. The liver somewhat 
genious stomach emptied. The fluid evacuated was | cangested ; kidneys of almosta black colour 
turbid, of a deep-brown colours, and smelt | externatly, especially one of them, and there 
ve been strongly of coffee, but not at all of lauda- | was effusion of blood into the cellular tissue 
tl num, The stomach was well washed out, jaround the same kidpey, to a small extent, 
e news- and subsequently some spirits of sulphuric | forming a sort of ecehymosis. Onslicing oue, 
‘at the ether altogether about half an GRRE), aFO- it was found to be very much congested. 
if poor matic spirits of ammania, and algo brandy, Nothing else remarkable was observed. 
were given him, and he was walked to and| Remarks.—In lecturing on this case, Dr. 
ertainly fro between two persous. Whilst walking, | Ex.iorson abserved, that the great contrae- 
| of the he was so sensible that he complained of| tian of the pupils was one of the very worst 
having lost one slipper. uly, about | symptoms in apoplexy; it was much more 
PALact an hour and a halt after admission, and | fearful than apy degree of dilatation. With 
ould be whilst walking, his head dropped, his legs | regard to the presence of the ether in the 
ling di- lost all pow er to support him, and he died | Various cavities, he said it was pow a well- 
t-vaults ai once, Artificial respiration was tried, but! established fact that fluids, such as ather, 
Without producing any flect whatever, might be conveyed ta the diferent serous 
futepsy 34 hours afier death.— Body | me mbranes, and poured out there. In Dr. 
Ne tremely muscular, considerable lividity of Cooxe’s work on apoplexy, a case was re- 
dndred face, and parts of the trunk and extremities, | lated in w hich the smell of giu was detected 
atation Pupils dilated, , in the brain of a man who had died from 
the ad- Brain,—W heathe calyarium was removed, | druukeyness with that fluid, and another in 
breathe astrong smell of ether was perceived. There | hich the presence of assafaetida was evi 
w dave. was very great congestion of blood in the | deat in a case of poisoning fram that drug. 
billy to veins among the goavelutions. A moderately | Dr. E, thought the sulphate of copper the 
bod) for thich layer of Quid and black blood was best emetic in poisoning by opium,* 
hat Mr. lying ow the arachnoid, and could be scraped | — "ainda 
How. clean off with the edge of a scalpel. Very * At the very interesting post-mortem ex- 
get rid uumerous and large dark spats were found amination of this man, Drs. Elliotson and 
var eal on slicing the brain, Very moderate efiu-| Carswell, and My. Liston, said that they 
sion in the lateral and fourth yeutricles, had never before detected the presence of 
For Which smelt strongly of the wther, and a spiritous liquors inthebrain. Pr, Copland, 
H.” peice of lint soaked in it, and held in the | in the third partof his “ Dictionary of Prac- 
fame of a candle, was thought by the geutle- | tical Medicine,” Art, Drunkenness, has the 


379 AN OPERATION !—SIR W. KNIGHTON.—CH.-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


Last week we noticed a highly important 


surgical operation, which was commenced 
and completed in less than eight minutes. 
In the present number of Tue Lancer it will 
be seen, that the comparatively insignificant 
operation of attempting to make a new nose 
in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, occupied onLY 
ABOUT TWO HOURS AND A HALF. rhe peer 
tient might have been wholly skinned by 
the cook of the hospital in half the time! 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 


“ Dear Sir Henry,—We are all much 
annoyed that Sir W. Knicuton should have 
left this world without consulting you. He 

almost entirely under the care of Doctor 

UPPER, as they call him now. Doctor T., 
as you know, was very intimate with Sir 
Wuuiam, the two friends, when Kniguton 
was in practice, helping each other to many 
good things. Doctor Turrer is supposed 

know many of his secrets, and people 
have already begun to wonder if the de- 
ceased made any confessions. I can but hope 
* that nothing escaped him about Windsor 
matters which will at all involve you. Per- 
haps you and he laboured together so long 
in vineyard that he feared, by seeking 
your professional assistance, to associate the 
two names. KNIGHTON was always remark- 


able for caution. His heart was enlarged ; 


or, to use the fine name, hypertro- 
phied. Report says, that he has left a for- 
tune so enormous that the precise amount 
will not be announced. Indeed, it is sup- 
posed that large sums were given to certain 
persons before bis death. He certainly had 
the means of making a great deal of money, 
and the good sense to spend none. 
** You may have observed an account of 
a meeting about the hospital at Charing- 
‘cross, which went the round of the news- 
- The unfortunate affair has much 
the profession. The Council of 
the Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields College have had 
thoughts of taking up the matter ; and some 
persons think that, for decency’s sake, they 
must turn Mr. Howsutr, who is one of their 
‘body, to the right about, especially since 
he was only taken to their bosom in order 
to keep out Lawrence, with his Radical 
nsities. If they want an excuse to be 
of him, it is impossible to conceive a 
better. You might write to them on the 
pobjert. Yet what can be expected of the 
‘body which tolerated the presence of Sir 
Everanp Hone after the destruction of the 
terian manuscripts? The tangible point 
in the case is, however, that this Howsuip 
aced the Council to recognize the Hos- 
yop an assurance that the Hospital con- 
upwards of a hundred beds, while it 
6 on record these were made up for 
the occasion, a third of the patients vanish- 


ing from the wards within a reasouable 
time of its inspection by the Council! Not 
that I find fault with the size of the Hos- 
pital ; but, according to Perricrew’s aceount 
of the place, there never was such an fosti- 
tution Coed of before. Poverty, adu vee 
tion, and drunkenness, appear to be 
several qualities of the surgical appliances, 
the drugs,and the nurses and porters. Out- 
side, ‘ a whited sepulchre,’—inside, ‘d 
men’s bones and rottenness,—a 
monument of The Brazen Certificate fraud, 
as a certain friend of the Council calls the 
machinery of British medical education. 
Believe me, Sir Henry, ever yours, 

“ London, Oct, 1836.” “Tv.” 


“ Dear Dr. Turner.—To tell the truth, 
my dear friend, not a few of us who were 
connected with the Court of Georce IV. 
are uneasy lest any thing should transpire 
on the depaxture of Sir Witt1am. I do not 
object to his dying without professionally 
consulting me; I mightnot have saved him, 
and could not have helped being over- 
whelmed with affliction in the sick chamber 
of a person with whom I had been associated 
in the most important events of my life. 
He was, indeed, a first-rate genius. No ordi- 
nary talents would suffice to gain complete 
sway over a monarch. Respecting one of 
your remarks, I cannot help saying that I 
always thought that his educating his son 
as an artist, and saying that he was too poor 
to afford another profession,was an ingenious 
device for good purposes, not from ne- 
cessary economy. He could not have been 
in better hands than Doctor Turper’s; 
but was it not a farce to put in the news- 
papers that Cuampers was present at the 
dissection, making it appear as if poor 
Cuampers could not do it himself ! 

“ Were I in the way, I should certainly 
use my influence with the Council of the 
College of Surgeons to induce them to make 
a sacrifice of Doctor GIN Paace 
to public decency. The example would be 
no loss to them jn the way of selling di- 
plomas, for I believe that those spirit-vaults 
are without customers. There must, how- 
ever, bea fine field open there for researches 
into the character of delirium tremens. No 
wonder that when they wanted the hundred 
patients for exhibition to the deputation 
from the College, the inhabitants of the ad- 
joining workhouses were so ready to breathe 
the exhilirating atmosphere for a few days. 
Really it makes one’s blood run chilly to 
see such a place advertised as ‘a Schooh for 
Medical Students.’ I understand that Mr. 
Keate has had some words with Mr. How- 
sHip on the subject. The attempt to get rid 
of the inconvenience of Mr, Petricrew and 
Dr. Sicmonp seems to have had a somewhat 
unanticipated effect the other way. For 
the present, adie “H.H,” 


me 


| 

| 

| 

| | 

ctober, 


ETHER IN THE BRAIN, Sc. 


NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 


POISONING BY LAUDANUM.——ETHER IN 
BRAIN, PLEUR#, AND PERICARDIUM. 


Wutiam Newsury, aged 23, was brought 
to the hospital at 3, a.M., having, as was 
supposed, taken two ounces of laudanum, 
Three small phials which had contained 
laudanum were found upon him. He admit- 
ted that he had taken it, and resisted all 
efforts to relieve him. The time at which it 
was swallowed was not accurately known, 
but it was supposed to have been about 
eight o’clock onthe preceding evening. His 
stomach had not been emptied, either spon- 
taneously or by art. He had been seen bya 
medical man, who attempted, but unsuccess- 
fully, to use the stomach-pump. He had 
also taken large and repeated doses of the 
sulphate of zinc, without vomiting. Brandy 
a water had been given, and also strong 
coffee. When brought to the hospital, the 
pupils were very much contracted, the face 
was bloated, red, and rather livid ; the pulse 
frequent and weak, the skincold, the respir- 
ation shallow. There was a certain degree 
of stupor, from which, however, he was 
easily roused. He could readily answer 

uestions, and resisted with considerable 
} ae all attempts to use the stomach-pump. 
Hig arms 


There was no smell of laudapum. 


d | stened, the pam 
itrodaced diel and the 
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stomach desi i ed was 
turbid, of -hbrowp colour, and sme 
strongly of coer, but poe a all of landa- 
num. The stomach was well washed out, 
and subsequently some spirits of sulphuric 
ether (alto, ther about half an ounce), aro- 
matic spirits of ammonia, and also brandy, 
were given him, and he was walked to and 
fro between two persons. Whilst walking, 
he was so sensible that he complained of 
having lost one slipper. Suddenly, about 
an hour and a after admission, apd 
whilst walking, his head dropped, his legs 
Jost all power to support him, and he died 
at once. ial respiration Was tried, but 
without producing any whatever. 
Autopsy 34 hours after death.—Body ex- 
considerable lividity of 
ibe trunk and extremities. 
Brain.— calyarium was removed, 
astrong er was perceived. There 
was very great congestion of blood in the 
veins among the conyalptions. A moderately 
thick layer of fyid ap 


blood w: 

lying on the arachnoid, and could be sergped 

off with the ed ascalpel. Very 

numerous ang Jarge . spots were found 
en. 
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men present to blaze up rather more than al 
piece of lint dipped in water, the experiment 
being made with water aiso at the time. 
Chest.—Old adhesions in the left pleura; 
effusion to a moderate extent in both ; this 
effusion was thought to smell slightly of 
wther; congestion of both lungs; the peri- 
cardium contained some fluid, which wag 
also thought to smell slightly of zther 
Heart healthy ; both cavities contained black 
blood, and they were somewhat dilated, 
Abdomen.—The stomach contained a dirty 
fluid, mixed with mucus ; it smelt stro y 
of zther. There were seyeral spots of pmo d 
mosis near the pylorus ; the spots were of 
a brightish-purple colour. At the termina- 
tion of the oesophagus, at the point of its 
junction with the stomach, was a very 
purple spot, quite distinct in colour from 
the others, seeining, indeed, as if it had been 
bruised ; no particular vascularity was found 
in the rest of the stomach, The bowels were 
distended with flatus, as far as the termina- 
tion of the transverse colon (arising from the 
artificial respiration), Peyer's glands were 
raised, thickened, white, and opaque, as if 
made ef coagulated albumen. The glandule 
solitares also were raised, enlarged, and 
white, like the others. The smal] intestines 
contained in many parts a yellow, glairy 
like coagylated and not 
ike feces. The layers e mesentery 
were thick and spongy, and the mesentery 
was safer than usyal. The liver somewhat 
conzested ; kidneys of almosta black colour 
exterpally, especialy one of them, and there 
was efiysion of blood into the cellulay tissue 
around the same kidney, to a small extent, 
forming a sort of ecchymosis. Onslicing one, 
it was found to be very much copgested. 
Nothing else remarkable was observed. 
Remarks.—Ip lecturing op this case, Dr. 
E.jorsoy obseryed, that the great contrac- 
tion of the papils was one of the very worst 
symptoms in apoplexy ; | Asters much more 
feariul than apy degree of dilatation. With 
regard to the presence of the ether in the 
yarjous cavities, he said if was now a well- 
established fact that fluids, such as ether, 
might be conyeyed to the diferent serous 
membranes, and poured optihere. In Dr. 
Cooke's work on apoplexy, case was re- 
Jated in which the smell of gin was detected 
in the brain of a man who had died from 
drupkenness with that fluid, and another in 
which the presence of assalgetida was evi- 
ent in a case of peers’ x from that 4 
r- E. thought th of copper 
cat emetic In poisoning by opium.* 
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272 A TWO-HOURS-AND-A-HALF OPERATION. 


"ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


OPERATION POR A NEW NOSE. 


bleeding which proceeded from its under 
surface ; but it maintained its healthy tem- 
perature, and a small artery, in the very 


Sunday, Oct. 9. The subject of this ope- apex of the tongue above described, bled 
ration, Warkxin Deriuentier, was placed in| freely. The new member was found of suf- 


a high-backed chair, having his head and 
shoulders supported by pillows. The ap- 
pearance of the nose was as follows :—A 
great part of the cartilage and septum were 
wanting, and only the lower half of each ala 
awemained; the skin covering the nasal bone 
was white and puckered ; he has a fine high 
forehead. 
_;oHaving traced with a pen and ink the 
exact outline of the portion of integument 
_to be removed from the nose, as also that to 
form the new one, from the forehead, Mr. 
Sxey proceeded to dissect off the former. 
This was necessarily accomplished without 
‘any difficulty, although considerable time 
’ elapsed before any thing further could be 
done, in consequence of the hemorrhage 
‘which ensued. The blood having been in a 
great degree restrained by the application of 
cold sponges, the operator proceeded to re- 
move the flap from the forehead; its stalk 
‘commenced at the root of the nose, and its 
largest extremity reached towards the right 
frontal eminence ; this was abont an inch 
and three-quarters wide, and was cut ob- 
liquely from the forehead, having its angle 
rounded, in order to adapt itself to the re- 
‘mains of each ala; and from its centre a 
little tongue projected, about half an inch 
‘in length, which was intended to form the 
ry tgp Care was taken to have as thick 
‘aflap as possible, in order to ensure the cir- 
culation. After the removal of the frontal 
Map, much time elapsed before it could be 
#pplied to the nose, in consequence of the 


following passage bearing upon the point :— 
“Dr. Ogston confirms the testimony of 
Wepfer, Voight, Carlisle, and others, as to 
the. effused fluid being impregnated with 
alcohol. In describing the appearances in 
one of his cases, he states that about four 
ounces of fluid were found in the ventricles, 
having all the physical qualities of alcohol, 
as proved Loe the united testimony of two 
_other medical men, who saw the body opened, 
and examined the fuid. He thinks that the 
ffusion takes place previously to the coma 
~of intoxication, as he found it in considerable 
‘quantity in two cases of drowning in the 
stage of violent excitement from spirits.” in 
_cases of poisoning by lnudanum, cold affu- 
_sion,on the head has been practised with 
} success by Dr. Copland and Mr. Wray. 
‘ in point are recorded in the 18th vo- 
, of the Medical Repository, and various 
others have appeared, from time to time, in 
several of the American and German periodi- 
als. Dr. Copland also recommends the 
same plan in cases of poisoning by the bel- 


Teme and hydrocyanic acid.—See Medical 
Renository, Vol. 24.—Rer. L. 


of? bar 


ficient dimensions to adapt itself perfectly 
to the pared edges prepared to receive it. 
To secure it in situ, the operator at first 
attempted to employ the uninterrupted su- 
ture; but it was found expedient te aban- 
don that, from the imperfect adaptation of 
parts which resulted from its use. The in- 
terrupted suture was then employed, with 
long, small, and slightly-curved needles, 
armed with fine silk, by which means the 
edges were brought into perfect apposition, 
and for this purpose about twelve sutures 
were used. Much hemorrhage followed 
from a branch of the supra orbital artery, 
which it was difficult to restrain, from its 
| deep situation on the right side of the nose. 
One branch, however, was tied on the dor- 
sum nasi. 

The operation occupied nearly two hours 
and a half, two-thirds of which time, at 
least, was spent in restraining hamorrhage. 
The man’s personal appearance was greatly 
improved on the completion of the operation. 
A simple dressing was applied to the ex- 
posed surface, and he was placed in bed. 
The operation was performed at the earnest 
solicitation of the patient, who had consulted 
a great number of hospital surgeons in Lon- 
don, in the hope to be relieved from. his 
deformity. 

The primary disease of the mutilated fea- 
ture, if disease it may be called, was seated 
in the skin, which, being very thin, and sus- 
ceptible of cold, had become cxceedingly 
tender, and presented, over two-thirds of 
its extent, the appearance of a broad, deli- 
cate cicatrix, slightly corrugated at the 
edges. At this time the nose presented the 
ordinary form. The poor fellow, whose 
mind was of the most sensitive nature, 
shrunk with a feeling of horror from auy 
jokes in consequence of his discoloured 
membrane, and became so wrought on by 
an occasion of this kind that, in a fit of 
passion, he cut off more than three-quarters of 
an inch of its end, carefully, as he says, avoic- 
ing the septum, apprehending that it might 
hereafter be serviceable to him. Thus ma- 
tilated, he consulted asargeon, whoremoved 
the septum without affording him any re- 
lief; and ultimately he was admitted into 
this hospital. The man objected to the ope- 
ration being conducted in public, and it 
was accordingly performed in the operating 
theatre, in the presence only of Mr. Kier- 
Dr. Herne, Mr. Kinc,and some other 
away who were known to the patient. 

hen the flap was applied.on the nose, it 
had been dissected from the forehead about 
twenty minutes, and, although perfectly 
cold, it bled freely, and more ularly 
from the artery in “‘ the tongue” men- 
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RUPTURED URETHRA AND STRICTURE. as 


tioned, and which was fixed to the upper 


lip. The new nose assumed the tempera- | 


early in the morning. Mr. S. was, however, 
called atabout nine, a.M., to relieve the dis- 


tare of the surrounding part in about half| tended bladder. This was accomplished, 


an hour, and retained it. It lost its sensi- 
bility during this period, but recovered it 
on the day following the operation, when 
the surface had united, although its sensa- 
tions are still referred to the forehead. 
When the operation was completed, the di- 
mensions of the new feature were somewhat 
larger than proportionate to the rest of the 
face. There was firm union in 24 hours, and 
the strappings and suture were removed on 
the third day. On the fourth, he had a 
slight attack of erysipelas, which extended 
over the nose and forehead on the fifth, for 
which he was ordered to lose eight ounces 
of blood from the arm, and to take an ape- 
rient pill and draugbt, which acted with 
considerable violence, and his pulse imme- 
diately rose in frequency and fulness. On 


the eighth day the absorbents of the arm 


became inflamed, and formed a dense, hard 
chord to the axilla. He was ordered am- 
monia, with porter, as his ordinary beve- 
rage, with gr. ss. of muriate of morphia at 
night. Under this treatment the inflamma- 
tion, and other unfavourable symptoms, sub- 
-sidéd, and the only unpleasant result from 
them was a line of ulceration along the right 
side of the nose, which shows distinctly the 
point of union. 

October 29. The dimension of the nose is 
diminished ; the wound over the forehead is 
healing rapidly under the application of dry 
lint. He bears a spring compress on the 


‘new organ, resembiing a pair of forceps, 


-and the patieit presents a tolerable speci- 
men of the nasal organ. 

CASES OF RUPTURED URETHRA AND STRICTURE, 
: REQUIRING OPERATION, 

Case 1.—Wittiam Pace was admitted 
into the hospital August 22, under the care 
of Mr. Stantry. He stated that he had 
fatlen across an iron bar, since which he had 
‘experienced great uneasiness, referable to 
the perineum, which was swollen and tense 
from effusion. At feur, rp.m., Mr. S. ordered 
thirty leeches to the affeeted pari. This 
gave some temporary relief, but the dresser 
of the day was called on to pass a catheter 
for him, at seven, p.m., which having failed 
todo, Mr. StaxLey was sent for, when, with 
some difficulty, he introduced a small siiver 
catheter. Having emptied the bladder, he 
made an incision into the perinzum, which 
afforded much relief to the patient’s suffer- 
‘ings. He slept soundly during the night. 

"28. The scrotum _ perineum assumed 
‘avery dark, livid aspect, but the patient ex- 
pressed himself to be much easier since the 
operation. Passed a watchful night; was 
ordered calomel and compound extract of 


colocynth. 
25. The bowels being inactive, a clyster 
of mist. senne comp. was administered 


yet severe abdominal pains supervened at 
night, which were combated by the applica- 
tion of twenty-four leeches. The bowels 
were acted on three times during the day, 
and the pain having subsided, a gum elastic 
catheter was, with some difficulty, passed 
into the bladder, and there retained. The 
effervescing saline mixture was ordered. 

26. Slept very well; the water passed 
freely through the wound and instrument; 
bowels naturally relieved. From this day 
the patient progressively, but gradually, 
recovered, and eveutually left the hospital a 
sound man. 


Case 2.—Wi1am Davis, admitted Sep- 
tember 28, with an abscess in the scrotum, 
resulting from acute gonorrhoea, which he 
contracted two years since at Jamaica. On 
examination, a stricture was discovered at 
the orifice of the urethra. He stated, that 
he had never passed his urine in a full 
stream since he could recollect. He was 
ordered linseed poultices and the copaiba 
mixture. 

On the 10th of the following month Mr. 
Ear.e examined the case, and with Mr: 
Stafford’s instrument divided the straight- 
ened orifice. A metallic conical plug was 
then passed into the urethra, and retained 
there for ten minutes at a time, and a cathe- 
ther was ordered to he passed twice a day. 
From this time he gradually mended, and at 
length was discharged cured. 


Case 3.—James EnGiisu, ext. 60, was 
brought into Harley’s ward, suffering from 
retention of urine, with great tumefaction 
about the generative organs and lower part 
of the abdomen. He stated that he had 
been three years labouring under a difficulty 
in passing his water, but that he had never 
been obliged to have recourse to the catheter 
until the Monday previous to his admission 
into the hospital, when he found it necessary 
to apply to a surgeon to draw off his urine. 
After this operation there was a total s 
page, insomuch that he could not relieve him- 
self in the slightest degree, and on Wednes- 
day the introduction of the catheter was 
again attempted, when only a great quantity 
of blood passed through the instrument. 
This circumstance led to the suspicion that 
the urethra had been extensively ruptured. 
and the poor fellow was in consequence con- 
veyed to the hospital. The effusion of 
urine was now very considerable, and Mr. 
Ear_e deemed it necessary to cut down'to 
the urethra through the perineum. From 
this aperture the bladder was emptied, and 
the tensiou of the neighbouring parts was 
relieved by several incisions made into the 
cellular tissue of the scrotum and abdomen. 
Linseed cataplasms, and lotion of the chio- 
ride of lime were ordered topically, and the 
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effervescing draught every four hours. 
From this time until the following Saturday, 
when he died, he gradually sank, although 
dy and other stimulants were freely 
dministered. 
~The Autopsy disclosed a rent in the ure- 
thre to the extent of three inches, or more, 
with sloughing of the contiguous cellular 
Garvey implicating the spongy substance of 
penis. The effusion had spread itself as 
far as the lower edge of the sternum. Mr. 
Earte stated, that he had never seen a more 
extensive laceration of the urethra. 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


FRACTURE OF THE NECK OF THE THIGH-BONE, 


Two women, whose respective ages were 
between 50 and 60 years, were admitted 
moder the care of Sir B. Bropie, with 
injuries about the region of the hip-joint. 

In the case first admitted it appeared that 
the patient had fallen from a box upon some 
stones, striking the left trochanter, and was 
not able to rise from the ground or move the 
limb afterwards. She was immediately 
brought to the hospital and placed in bed in 
Burton Ward ; a pillow was put under the 
knee of the affected side, and she was left 
at rest until the following day, when Sir B. 
Bropie saw her. On examination it was 
found that the affected limb was not much 
shorter than the other; there was no pro- 
tuberance to be felt or seen over the dorsum 
of the ilium, and the limb lay quite straight. 
Rotation of the joint gave no pain, but ex- 
tension of the limb combined with it caused 
great suffering. 

In the second case admitted, and which 
happened from a fall similar to the above, 
the limb was not thrown so much forward 
as in the other case, and was one inch and a 
‘half shorter than natural. Rotation of the 
joint gave much pain, and on extension be- 

ng used it could be lengthened to its natural 
extent, butagain became abnormaliy shorter 
on its being removed. The crepitus of the 
fractured surfaces could not be so 
‘distinctly felt in this case as in the other, 
where it was very perceptible. 

On these cases Sir B. Bropie remarked 
that they were of frequent occurrence in the 
practice of every medical man, and it was, 
therefore, quite requisite that they should 
be well unders by those present, who 
would one day enter upon their professional 
career. “ First of all,” he observed, “ in the 

in the corner of the ward (the penn) 
there is an injury of the hip, accompani 
with some shortening of the limb. Now, this 
latter symptom can only occur from two 
accidents :—Either a fracture of the neck 
of the thigh-bone, or a dislocation of the 
bone upwards and outwards 
ilium ; in the latter 


case there would be inversion of the foot 
over to the opposite side. This symptom ex- 
isted at first, from spasm of the muscles, but 
it is absent now, the foot is straight, and it 
may be inverted and everted at pleasure, 
which it could not be if there was disloca- 
tion present. This, therefore, narrows the 
case, and we may, therefore, very safely 
conclude that the case is one of fracture of 
the neck of the femur. Th» symptoms of 
the other case are somewhat different, there 
is no shortening of the limb, or very little, 
and I remember when ] was a young surgeon 
commencing practice I got into something 
of a hobble on this very point. I had been 
taught and had read in books that there was 
always shortening of the limb after fracture 
of the neck of the thigh-bone. Well, I was 
called to see a lady who had received some 
injury about the hip-joint. I examined the 
parts carefully, and finding that there was 
no shortening of the limb, I felt pretty con- 
fident in saying that there was no fracture of 
the neck of the bone, and I was much sur- 
prised to find that in the course of a short 
time the limb became shorter, and that, 
therefore, there had been (con to my 
diagnosis) fracture of the neck of the bone. 
Yet you will find some modern writers still 
maintain the reverse of this, but my own 
experience certainly teaches me that there 
is most frequently in these cases no shorten- 
ing whatever of the limb at first. A very 
excellent surgeon, practising in the pola: 
bourhood of London, had a patient under 
his care with an injury of the hip-joint; he 
measured the limb very accurately, but 
found no shortening whatever. A few weeks 
afterwards he came to me wishing that 
would see the patient with him, as the limb, 
had become shortened, and I found it so, 
But why in these cases do you find one case 
in which the limb is shortened, and another 
in which it is not? I believe this arises from 
the fact that where there is np shortening, 
or but very little, the fracture is in that part 
of the neck of the bone which is entirely with- 
out the capsule of the joint, and in the other 
case, were there is shortening, the fracture 
is situated partly within and par.ly without 
the capsule.” 

STRICTURE. 


A man was admitted under Sir B. Brodie, 
into Harris’s Ward (which is appropriated 
to stricture cases). He was a sensible, well- 
informed man, above the general run of hos- 
pital-patients. From the account which he 
gave, it appeared that in his youth he was 
apprenticed to a surgeon in Edinburgh, and 
that he is now a veterinary-surgeon. He 
has been subject to stricture for the last 
twenty-three years, and has had fistula in the 
perineum om striking himself against the 
pummel of a saddle) for five years, and the 
prostate gland has been enlarged for nearl 

esame time. He has been an is patient 


in Guy's and St, Thomas's Hospitals, and has 


may 


8252 ¢ 


& 


| 
| 
| 
| 
inte 
bet 
The 
vay sub 
the 
dets 
| | 
| 


ww 


AFFECTION OF THE UPPER EXTREMITIES. 275 


been also in St. Bartholomew's twice, under 
the care of Mr. Earle, who passed several 
instruments into the urethra, but never got 
one into the bladder; and on one occasion, 
when he wished to be re-admitted, Mr. Earle 
remarked that “he was not bad enough for 
‘him,”—alluding, as the patient supposes, to 
the performance of some operation. On en- 

uiring into his present symptoms, it appears 

at a large quantity of urine comes away 
involuntarily through the fistula, and at times 
a few drops are voided by the urethra. He 
hus no pain now, nor has ever had any, in 
passing his water. Sir Bensamin Bropie 
examined the prosiate gland through the 
rectum without detecting much enlargement 
of its structure, but only a general thickening 
of the tissues around the urethral canal. A 
sound was passed, and a stricture detected, 
situated at the membranous portion of the 
urethra, and, according to the patient’s state- 
ment, another existed at the neck of the 
bladder. This one, however, could not be 
detected, owing to there being a false pas- 
sage opening from the stricture, which the 
sound first reached. He was ordered to lie 
on his bed, and keep quite quiet for a few 
days, to allow of the false passages contract- 


Avhen the period of rest had elapsed, a 
small-sized bougie was passed into the blad- 
der, after some little trouble and difficulty 
had been overcome. He had been seized 
with a shivering fit on the previous day, and 
the bowels being in a confined state, he was 
ordered a blue pill at night, and a black dose 
early on the following morning. This gave 
him great relief, and in a few days he had a 
caustic bougie passed down to the stricture. 
This caused him great pain at first, and an 
interval of several days was allowed toelapse 


* between each introduction of the instrument. 


The pain and the inconvenience gradually 
subsided, and the stricture yielded under 
the caustic ; and, without giving any farther 
details of the case, we may state that the 
cure gradually progressed towards perfect 
recovery, and he left the hospital quite well. 


*,* Whilst on the subject of strictures, we 
may state (and we have often done it before) 
that the instruments used for their relief and 
cure are in a very bad state at Si. George’s 
Hospital, and the majority of them are totally 
worthless. There are crippled catheters, 
scored sounds, and broken bougies, in abund- 
ance. A few days since, when Sir B.Brovie 
wanted a small white-wax bougie, to pass 
through an old, hard, and gristly stricture, 
not one could be found ; aud on that occa- 
sion, on looking over the instruments pre- 
sented o him, the surgeon rightly observed, 
that ‘he wondered that any bad cases of 
baal were ever cured in that hospital at 


LOSS OF POWER AND MOTION IN THE ARMS. 

Joun Wise, aged 58, admitted under the 
care of Sir B. Bropie, with the following 
history of symptoms: About nineteen weeks 
since, he ran a hazlewood splinter into the 
inside of the phalangeal joint of the right 
thumb, which was succeeded, in a few days, 
by severe pain and swelling of the part, ex- 
tending soon afterwards up the arm to the 
shoulder, which completely prevented all 
power of moving the limb. He applied some 
“ horse-turpentine” to the wound in the 
thumb for some short time, which had the 
effect of severely increasing the pain and 
swelling of the part, so as to oblige him to go 
to a surgeon, who laid open the wound, and 
gave him some medicine. The wound was 
poulticed, and the pain and swelling were 
much relieved by the discharge, but the ten- 
sion and inflammation higher up the arm 
still remained, In a few days, matter again 
collected, and an opening was made in the 
wrist and back of the hand, from whence a 
free sanious discharge escaped, which kept 
on for three weeks, and gave him very great 
relief. The abscesses soon healed, and the 
general surface of the hand was repeatedly 
blistered, which had the effect of materially 
reducing the swelling of the parts. After 
this, he went through a course of mercury 
by pills, and some sfrong mercurial ointment 
was at the same time rubbed over the swol- 
len arm and hand. About thirteen months 
since (and some time before the above acci- 
dent), the ring and little fingers of the affect- 
ed hand began to contract, and immediately 
after the accident to the thumb, the index 
and middle finger of the same hand con- 
tracted upor the palm firmly, and then the 
other hand immediately took on the same 
abnormal phalangeal contraction. The right 
shoulder-joint is anchylosed, and the arm 
moves upon the scapula, and both wrists are 
quite stiff. About five weeks since, he came 
up to town, and was admitted into the Mid- 
dlesex Hospital, under the care of Mr. Arnott. 
He had alinimeant to rub the arm with, which 
strengthened it, and reduced the swelling 
greatly ; and, at the same time, he had an 
ointment to rub in every night and morning, 
which, from his description, we must sup- 
pose to have contained hydriodate of psy 
and from which he experienced some relief. 
He took pills at the same time. He left the 
hospital at the end of a few weeks, without 
having experienced much relief, and was 
advised to go into the country, and to endea- 
vour, by his own efforts, to straighten and 
overcome the contraction of the fingers. He. 
may be said to have received no relief what- 
ever in the Middlesex Hospital,as his present 
state corresponds with the description given 
above. The fingers of each hand are nuw 
firmly contracted, and the attempt to straight- 
en them causes much pain up the arm. There . 
is also a constant pain across each wrist. 

Sir B. Bropie saw him on the day after 
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his admission, and gave his attention more 
particularly to the contracted state of the 
remy which he said was an affection of 
the fasciz, and not of the tendons, alluding 
at the same time to a similar case which 
was in the hospital last year, under Mr. 
Hawkins, and in which the fasciz were 
divided with great relief, after the method 
recommended by M. Dupuytren. He was 
ordered to have the arm and hands rubbed 
with the rolatile liniment of the hospital. 
The use of the volatile liniment was 
steadily persevered in for some months, 
both during his stay in the house and 
whilst he attended as an out-patient, and he 
experienced much relief from it, being 
enabled to use his hands with much more 
freedom and ease to himself. It was, indeed, 
the only remedy used, as the division of the 
Seve. rey woes 
staggered him, ap to rega 
it as a means of cure more honoured in the 
than the observance. 


(From a Correspondent.)—A special court 
was held on Friday last, the 4th of Novem- 
ber, for the election of an assistant-apothe- 
cary. The numbers were— 

For Mr. Dupasquier...... 99 
85 
Kelly .....- 


The successful candidate was supported by 
Mr. Nussey. Sir Benjamin and Dr. Seymour 
patronised Mr. Bage, regardless of the plea 
of seniority they so strongly advocated in 
the election of Mr. Cutler, Mr. Dupasquier 
having, as they alleged, solicited a vote for 
Mr. Lane, at the late election for assistant- 
surgeon. Mr. Nussey, however, on Wed- 
nesday last, threatened to dissolve the * holy 
alliance,” if Sir Benjamin continued his op- 
position to Mr. Dupasquier. Poor Sir Ben- 
—_ was obliged to slip out, and prevent 

essrs. Cutler and Good from voting for 
Mr. Bage, as weil as to discontinue their 
canvas in his favour. Lawyer Bagshawe, 
his brother, and brother-in-law, Palmer, 
were not permitted to vote, although they 
had promised Bage. Dr. Chambers and 
Roderick, of course, obeyed Sir Benjamin’s 
orders, and did not vote. It remains to be 
seen, whether this will pacify Nussey or 
not. Probably it will. 


Tre Divner tx Sovruwark.—In the re- 

in the last Lancet of the proceedings 

at the dinner, in the speech of the chair- 
man, for quackcry “ is the great enemy of 
mankind,” read, “ it assumes as many shapes 
as the enemy of mankind, and like his, its 
name might be called Legion.” The speeches 
attributed to Mr. Landers were delivered by 
Mr. George Parsons. The speech set down 
toa gen whose name was unknown to 


INTHEUNIONS. 
BUCKS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


RESOLUTIONS AND PETITION: — 
RESPECTING THE CONDUCT OF THE 
POOR-LAW COMMISSIONERS 
IN PROVIDING MEDICAL RELIEF FOR THE 
SICK POOR IN THE UNIONS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. h 
Sir :—I have the honour to transmit to you 
an abstract of the minutes of a late meeting 
of the Bucks Medical Association, and a 
copy of a petition to both houses of Parlia~ 
liament, to be presented early next session, 
and am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

Rosert Ceery, Hon. Sec. 

Aylesbury, Nov. 9, 1836. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Ata Meetine of the Bucks Mepica Asso- 
ciation, held at the Infirmary in Ayles- 
bury, November 3, 1836, Harry Lupron, 
Esq., in the chair, it was resolved,— 
That this meeting views with the 

conceru the increased oppression and injus- 
tice inflicted on the medical ene by 
the Poor-law authorities, which, it is to be 
feared, if passively submitted to, will have 
a serious influence on its character and sta 
tion. 
That the attempt of the Poor-law Com- 
missioners to induce the medical officers of 
parochial Unions to fill the subordinate office 
of district registrars of births, deaths, and 
marriages, is considered by this meeting to 
be another device for injuring, insulting, and 
degrading the general practitioner. 3? 
That the recent conduct of the Poor-law 
Commissioners and their Secretary towards 


manifests their readiness to visit on an indi- 
vidual, when convenient, that obloquy and 
reproach so eminently due to their schemé 
of medical relief, which, in spite of evety 
remoustrance, they so pertinaciously main- 
tain. 

That their professions of humane consider- 
ation for the necessities of the suffering poor, 
and of retributive justice towards those who 
neglect them, are proved to be insincere, by 
their allowing the treatment of the sick poor 
to be let by tender to the lowest bidder; by 
their forcing medical practitioners, under 
some penalties, to undertake duties which, 
from their nature and extent, are clearly im- 
practicable; by their augmenting the diffi- 
culties, and increasing the causes of delay 
in procuring medical aid ; and by their utter 
disregard of the many famentable, and even 
fatal, consequences that have already ensued, 
and must inevitably recur, from the notorious 

insufficiency of their owr arrangements. 

That, to secure a judicious distribution, 
and the p performance, of medical da- 


our reporter, was delivered by Mr. G. Hull 
surgeon, of Peckham 


ties, as well as to furnish a competent triba- 


Mr. Kineston of St. Alban’s, abundantly 


per 
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nal for investigating the conduct of medical 
officers, it is essential that a medical board, 
as inthe army and navy, should be appointed 
to superintend and control the medical de- 
partment of the Poor-law administration. 

That a petition, embodying the above sen- 
timents, and praying for enquiry, be pre- 
sented to both houses of Parliament early ia 
the ensuing session. 

That this meeting recommends to the no- 
tice of the members of the Bucks Medical 
Association the circular lately issued by the 
Provincial Medical Association, for the pur- 
pose of collecting opinions as to the mode 
and amount of medico-parochial remunera- 


tion. 

-That it is highly desirable that medical 
practitioners should collect and arrange 
authentic facts relative to their complaints 
against the present system of medical relief, 
preparatory to the proceedings of the ex- 
pected Parliamentary mittee of Enquiry. 

That the thanks of this Association are 
justly due to Tuomas Wak ey, Esq., M. P., 
for his able, zealous, and successful exer- 
tions in procuring the Medical Witnesses 
Act, which induces the hope that the Legis- 
lature will recognise the just claims of the 
medical profession, when they are properly 
advanced and efficiently supported. 

That the thanks of this Association are 
also due to the Editors of Tue Lancet and 
the Medical Gazette, for the zeal and ability 
with which they have supported the profes- 
sion against the impolitic, unjust, and op- 
pressive proceedings of the Poor-law autho- 
ities, 


That copies of these resolutions, and of 
the Lpatieions founded thereon, be forwarded 
to THe Lancer and Medical Gazette, and to 
the different medical associations. 


PETITION. 


Tue Perrtion of the undersigned medical 
practitioners, residing in and near the county 
of Bucks, humbly sheweth :— 

That your petitioners deprecate the sys- 
tem for providing medical relief for the 
sick poor, adopted by the Poor-law Com- 

That the prevalence of contract by “ ten- 
der;’ the ral inadequacy of the remu- 
neration; the increased extent of districts, 
with a diminished and insufiicient supply 
of ical officers; the numerous impedi- 
ments to an efficient performance of medical 
duties ; and the indignities offered by the 


new authorities to medical practitioners,— 

are productive of effects equally pernicious | 
to the sick paupers, the medical profession, | 
and the whole community, 


.. That a remuneration calculated to secure 

proper attendance; a mode of appointment | 

Rot derogatory to the profession ; regulations 

for the prompt supply.of medical relief to 
si 


the destitute sick; and a general super- 
Vision and control of the medical department 


of the poor-law administration, by a medical 
board, are essential to the interests and 
welfare of all parties concerned. 7 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly but 
earnestly pray, that your (right) hon, house 
will speedily take this important matter 
into serious consideration, by appointing a 
committee of enquiry, and enact such reme- 
dies as to your wisdom may seem fit. ; 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
&e., 


PENNY MEDICAL CLUBS. 
EXAMPLE TO MEDICAL MEN, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir :—At a time when the subject of the 
medical attendance upon the peor is ex- 
citing so much interest amongst the public, 
I trast that the following communication 
will not be thought too long for insertion in 
your valuable journal; and I venture to 
hope that it may suggest to other members 
of our profession the means of opposing a 
successful resistance to the establishment of 
“Self-supporting Medical Societies,” in 
their own districts, until such time as the 
great body of our medical brethren have de- 
clared their opinions upon the sub 
The facts of the case are as follows :-— 

Mr. Robert Dashwood, who is surgeon to 
ten parishes in the Loddon and Claverin 
Union, was applied to by the guardians Fd 
the above Union to assist them in forming a 
“ Self-supporting Medical Society,” in ac- 
cordance with the plan laid down by the 
Poor-law Commissioners. A meeting of 
the medical men in this town having been 

reviously held upon the subject, Mr. 
hwood, in the most honourable manner, 
immediately called another meeting, and 
laid the proposal before them; and, with 
their advice, returned the following answer, 
together with the annexed resolution, 
signed by all the medical men residing in 
the town. I remain, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 


> 


W. E. Crowroor, 
Beccles, Suffolk, Nov. 5th, 1835. we 
Mr. Dashwood’s Reply to the Chairman of the 

Committee for the purpose of establishing « 

Self-supporting Medical Society in’ the 

Loddon and Clavering Union. 1 

“ Beccles, November 5th, 1836. 

“ Sir :—In answer to your letter, enclosing 
the resolutions adopted by a Committee for 
the establishment of a Self-supporting Me- 
dical Society, for the poor of the pared of 
the Loddon and Clavering Union, I beg fo 
state that, on a former occasion, when the 
establishment of a similar institution was in 
contemplation, a meeting of all the medical 
men resident in this town was held, when it 
was their opinion that the Self-supporting 


| 

| | 

— | 


Betlipal Societies, on the scale proposed by 
oor-law Commissioners, were inja- 
rious to the chafacter and respectability of 
honourablé profession; I, therefore, 
emed it proper to lay your note, together 
with the copy of the resolutions, re my 
ical brethren; and, below, I subjoin 
their unanimous opinion, with which I en- 
tirely ¢oincide; and have the honour of 

béing your most humble servant, . 

“ Rosert Dasnwoop.” 


“ Resolution signed by all the medical men re- 
siding in Beccles. 

“ The influence which the establishment of 
Self-supporting Medical Societies is likely 
to have upon the character aiid respecta- 
bility of the profession at large, is, at pre- 
sent, much under discussion amofg its 
mémbers, and a very considerable body of 
them are at this time occupied in inquiring 
into the best mode of providing medical 
rélief for the poor, without sacrificing the 
imterests and respectability of the profés- 
sion. We, the undersigned, therefore, feel 
it our duty at present to decline in any way 
connecting ourselves with establishments of 


the kind. 
H. S. Davey H. W. K. Davey 
W.H. Crowfoot R. Dashwood 
C. Dashwood Frederick Page.” 
W. E. Crowfoot 


SMITH, OF SOUTHAM, THE 


MIGRATORY LIBELLER OF MEDI- 
CAL PRACTITIONERS, 


AT BANBURY. 


; To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 
S1x:—On Friday evening last, according 
to public advertisement, we were honoured 
the presence of Mr. Smith, of Southam, 
Jecture the poor on the advantages of his 
“Self-supporting Dispensaries.” The gene- 
ral practitioners of this town have, much to 
their credit, refused to take part in his 
mis-entitled scheme. Mr. S.’s arguments 
and attacks on the profession differed but 
little from his performances elsewhere, 
already so well described in the pages of 
your excellent journal. He was well sup- 
ported by a Dr. (’) W., a resident, who was 
also equally happy in his attempts to dis- 
parage the character of the general practi- 
tioner. He concluded a long and rambling 
h, the greater part of which was in- 
audible, by stating that he had sent for a 
Medical gentleman in the town on the pre- 
Vious evening to perform a trifling operation 
On a poor man, and that he could not, and, 
in fact, would not come, and so the patient 
died in a few hours after. Now, Sir, these 
@re the facts of this case, for the truth of 
I pl myself ;—The poor man re- 
to been for some time attended 
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gratuitously by a general practitioner for 
a succession of carbuncleés, attended with 
great prostrafion, and with typhoid syimp- 
toms, and every means had been used, after 
excision, to support the system. I need not 
tell you why the general practitioner would 
not meet Dr. W., who, immediately on see- 
ing the patient, informed his friends “ that 
he had inflammation of the lungs!!!” and 
that the restorative means which had been 
uséd were “as poison to him,” and, actually, 
whilst the poor fellow was in articulo mortis, 
sent for a drnggist to bleed him, which 
operation even the druggist knew be 
than to perform. These are facts which I 
shall pass over without comment. Such 
are the Smithites,and they are worthy of 
their cause. I shall keep my eyé on these 
gentlemen, and should I hear any thing more 
of them you will not fail to receive a line 
from your constant reader, 

Anti-Humsve. 
Banbury, Nov. 7th, 1836. 


SCRAP FROM ALDERSGATE-STREET. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Museum, Aldersgate-street. 
Sir :—I have just picked up the enclosed, 
and holding Tae Lancet to be a useful 
depository for all such waifs and strays, I 
place it at your disposal. Your obedient 
servant, 
Not A “ GREEN AND FRESH Novice,” 


« G***t R*ss*l-str**t, Oct. 1st,1836, 
“ GenTLEMEN :—If you like what I have 
done, and mean to make use of it, I don’t 
want any such aristocratic reward as a pi 
of plate with two griffins sprawling ‘igen 1G 
or a dog and a jackass fighting for a 
ha’p’orth of gilt ginger-bread, or any such 
Bartholomew-fair nonsense. All I ask is, 
that the porters of our theatre may take all 
the sets of my journal new on hand, and 
force every body who enters its doors to 
buy one, giving afterwards a debtor and 
creditor account of what they have received 
post-paid, and in due course remitting me 
the money and unsold journals, carriage- 
paid, I am, your humble servant, 
“W.C., M.D.” 


REGULATIONS OF THE HALL. 


To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 


Sir :—Having read in Tue Lancet a few 
weeks since, a p ph respecting the 
present regulations of the Company of Apo- 
thecaries, with which it is necessary for 
medical students to conform, I observed 
that all those pupils who could produce 
indentures bearing daté prior to the Ist of 
October, 1833, and could prove that they 


I 
nt 
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had not attended lectures, or hospital prac- 
tice, during any part of their apprenticeship, 
would be allowed to pursue their studies in 
accordance with the regulations of 1831. 

Now, a much shorter time than five years 
is sufficient for a young man to be engaged 
in compounding medicines. He may bea 
erp if he choose, in one twelvemonth, 

that scientific part of his profession; and 
it is very unjnst not to extend the same 
privilege to an apprentice who is allowed 
to spend a part of that apprenticeship in 
acquiring knowledge ata hospital. Besides, 
there are many, no doubt, who never would 
have entered the profession, had they pre- 
viously been aware of the existing regula- 
tions, and who, from pecuniary circumstan- 
ces, will struggle through it with difficulty. 
And to others, also, who have joined it when 
time is most valuable to them, it will prove 
a great obstacle. I believe you, Sir, to be 
the pupil’s friend, and I hope that through 
the medium of your journal this may meet 
the eyes of those who will have influence in 
legislating for the education of medical 
students, and induce them to provide that 
all those whose indentures are dated prior 
to 1835, shall be subjected to the laws of 
1831. I remain, Sir, your very humble and 
obedient servant, 

A Srupent. 


Charlotte-street, Bedford-square, 
Nov. 5th, 1836. 

*,* We are reasonably surprised that the 
prayer of those who suffer under the per- 
plexities of the existing system, is not, on 
these occasions, extended to something more 
than a petition for a trifling alteration of the 
fraudulent scheme, in order to mend their 
own case, or improve their own position. 
It is to be hoped that any measure of legis- 
lation on the subject of medical education, 
will impose on students far more important 
and agreeable duties than those ‘of present- 
ing certificates and indentures at Rhubarb 
Hall, on becoming candidates for admission 
into the ranks of the profession. Medical 
students must not be emancipated from the 
robbery and thraldrom of the infamous “ re- 
gulations of 1835,’ to be subjected to the 
yet viler “ laws of 1831.” 


MEDICAL ASSISTANTS. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir :— Knowing that your pages are 
always open to that meritorious body of the 
aoe poor and despised assistants, 

» Without further prelude, request that you 
will give insertion to the following. 


few weeks since I engaged myself 


as assistant to a very popular bachélor 
arts (Cantab.), who as a g 
practitioner. Oi niy calling at the fis 
saty, I found two very nice young men, 
assistants, about to leave, in consequence of 
incurring his mightiness’s by 
being a little too joyous in their manner 
behind his back, the natural re-action of the 
depression occasioned by an iron rule when 
he was present. Both these young gentle- 
men were working for him without salary, 
“ the superior advantages which his situa- 
tion afforded being considered more than 
equivalent to it.” What were the superior 
advan ? Let me tell from dire éxperi- 
ence.—To be called up every other night to 
attend some “ dispensary patient ;” to visit 
one or two chronic cases in St. B.’s work- 
house ; and to be harassed out of your life 
throughout the day, with a heavy run of 
business, and a bear-like manner of doing 
it, so far as regards the mechanical part of 
it. But some may say, on seeing the man 
housed up ina carriage, or on walking by his 
handsome domain, “ Surely, beneath that 
roof domestic comfort must exist.” Yes, if 
it consist in taking dinner, tea, and breakfast 
alone, without fire, with weak tea, and cold 
grub every other day, and one glass of portér 
allowed for dinnerand supper, being growled 
at by a cook and a coachman for not taking 
off your shoes when you go ap stairs to 
being prohibited from going up the 
staircase twice a-day, and being told “ ser- 
vants warn’tallowed to go up stairs but once 
a-day,” &c. 

This famous Sir Astley among general 
practitioners in the city, how does he live? 
By the grossest “humbugery.” A thousand 
draughts have I compounded of two 
drachms of infusion of gentian, and one 
ounce of peppermint-water. No, by my 
truth, only half an ounce, the rest aqua pura 
But then he administers over-night his pill 
cathartic, consistingof two grains-and-a-half 
of blue pill, and ext. colocynth (compound). 
Sig. “Two of these (potent) pills to be 
taken every night;” and on the miracn- 
lously-healing draught, “ A draught, to be 
some immediately, and to be repeated in four 

urs.” 

At least, it is not right for such a scientific 
practitioner as this to blow up his assistants 
at times when he is full of brandy anil 
water. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Mepicat Rerormer. 

London, Nov. 16, 1836. 


NON-REMUNERATION OF MEDI 
WITNESSES ON TRIALS FO 
CONCEALING BIRTHS. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 
Sir:—I beg to call your attention to a 
material 


omission in a statute-law, which 
particularly affects the medical profession. 


The 7th Geo. IV.,ch. 64, sect. 23, pro- 
vides for the payment of expenses of prose- 
cutors and witnesses, on recognisance in 
cases of misdemeanour ; but in the case of 
“ concealment of the birth of an infant,”—a 
misdemeanour always requiring the evidenee 
of a medical witness in its investigation, the 
presiding magistrate at the Westminster Ses- 
sion recently decided that he had not power 
to award the expenses of the prosecution, 
which, therefore, fell onthe medical witness, 
who was bound over in a recog- 

‘misance of £20, by a 
prosecute a prisoner on this charge. Thoug 
‘the spirit of this law was undoubtedly in- 
“tended to operate in a case like the present 
yet, from the circumstance of this particular 
misdemeanour being omitted in the catalogue 
of penal crimes falling within the provisions 
of the statute, the payment of expenses can 
beresisted by the court. Trusting that you, 
as a member of the legislature, will procure 
the coirection of this error, I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 
JUSTITIA, 


London, 18th October, 1836. 


*,* The presiding magistrate was wrong. 
He was authorized, under the Act men- 
tioned, to direct the payment of the expenses. 
Nothing seems to delight our legal func- 
tionaries so much as to deprive medical 
Practitioners of the just fruits of their la- 
bour. 


Fess at Ixavests.—In reply to the two 
questions at the close of Mr. Hancorn’s 
letter, page 264, we beg to say, Ist, That 
‘eoroners not having the power to appoint a 
deputy, every inquest held by a “ deputy” 
coroner is illegal. Of course, “ orders” 
for remuneration, issued by coroners’ 
« deputies,” are worthless, and claims made 
mnder them could not be enforced. 2nd, 
Such an inquest as is described by Mr. H., 
is only one inquest, and the whole of the 
attendances, therefore, are considered to be 
but one attendance; consequently the fee 
would be bui ‘wo guineas. But if achemical 

were instituted, and occupied much 

time, the coroner would le justified in 

making an order for the payment of three 

; although, if the order were resisted, 

mt of only two guineas could be 

t the overseers by a resort 

to law. We have already stated, on pre- 

vious occasions, that it is only one inquest, 

even if there be twenty adjournments, and 

the coroner on such occasions receives but 
one 


COMPARATIVE ANATOMY. 


Dr. Grant delivered his introductory 
lecture at the Hunterian School of Medicine, 
on Tuesday week, in the evening, to a 
crowded audience. The number of pupils 
who have already enrolled themselves as 
attendants on the course, is a gratifying 
proof of the rapid strides with which the 
study of comparative anatomy is progressi 
in this country, and another practi 
acknowledgment of its estimation among 
scientific students. Comparative anatomy 


is a branch of medical science which will 
have atchieved its triumphs in the domain 
of knowledge, without the artificial aid and 
ofticious interference of the “ recognising ” 
chair manufacturers of the metropolitan 
medical i 


Wesrminster Mepicat Society.—To the 
Editor.—Sir :—In justice to Dr. A. T. 
Thomson may I request that you will state 
that in bringing forward a motion before 
the Committee of the Westminstcr Medical 
Society for the purpose of altering their place 
of meeting, that gentleman was prompted to 
do so by the most pure and honourable 
motives. His opinion has long been, and 
without any reference to the Hunterian 
School of Medicine, that the meeting of the 
Westminster Medical Society might be held 
more advantageously iu the vicinity of the 
London University, because that situation 
would be of easier access to the mass of 
students, than where the meetings now take 
place. I hope, therefore, that you will not 
withhold this plain statement from your 
journal, which has ever been remarkable 
for its impartiality and love of justice to 
the student. I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

A. B. 


Gower-street, Nov. 5th. 


Hannemannic Doses oF Foop.— To the 
Editor.—Six, You will much oblige me by 
inquiring of Dr. Uwins, Mr. Kingdon, and 
others, supporters of the Homoecopathian 
mania, whether they are of opinion that 
minute portions of food would act in the 
same magical manner as minute doses of 
drugs, are by them supposed to operate. If 
so, I think that we, as well as the whole of 
Europe, are bound to erect a statue of gold 
to the honour of Dr. Hahnemann, for surely 
such a discovery will be the first grand step 
towards establishing the doctrine of the 
deluded Mr. Irving—the millenium. Your 
obedient servant, 

M. Rowe. 


24, Woburn-place, October 28th, 1836. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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